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COMME^ 

Pharmacists  now 

\   )  have  to  hand  the 

\  \  1  Pharmaceutical 
^  Vv,  Society  Council's 
consultative  document  on 
Nuffield  and  the  opportunity  to 
comment  on  proposals  that  will 
affect  the  way  they  practise  as 
health  care  professionals  well 
into  the  21st  century.  For  the 
apathetic  and  the  "no  comment" 
sections  of  the  profession, 
Council  has  warned: 
"Agreement  on  particular 
recommendations  will  be 
assumed  unless  there  is 
comment  to  the  contrary." 

For  early  reaction  C&D 
conducted  its  own  vox  pop  (see 
p208)  to  discover  that,  on  the 
whole,  "the  people"  find  "for" 
rather  than  "against"  the 
document.  Not  surprisingly,  for 
the  appeal  in  Council's 
interpretation  of  Nuffield  is  that  it 
challenges  the  pharmacist  to 
stand  by  his  own  professional 
judgment  and  integrity,  rather 
than  rely  on  the  letter  of  the  law 
—  to  come  of  age,  as  it  were  .  .  . 

Council  has  not  given 
pharmacists  a  free  rein  to 
wander  through  the  community 
delivering  medicines,  or 
servicing  residential  homes 
while  supervising  medicine  and 


prescription  sales  remotely.  But 
it  has  put  forward  mechanisms 
whereby,  in  circumstances 
largely  determined  by  the 
pharmacist,  certain  medicines 
may  be  sold  and  certain  scripts 
may  be  dispensed  when  the 
pharmacist  is  not  within  earshot. 
However,  to  exercise  such  a 
relaxation  in  the  supervision 
requirement  on  medicine  "sales" 
while  protecting  the  public  from 
itself,  from  the  errors  of  other 
health  care  professionals,  and 
from  our  own  professional 
shortcomings,  the  levels  of 
control  will  have  to  be  rigorously 
thought  out  and  applied  by 
everyone.  Also  the  level  of 
training  given  to  both  counter 
assistants  and  dispensing 
technicians  must  be  improved. 
This  last  point  is  key  to  the 


proper  exercise  of  protessionai 
freedom  identified  by  Nuffield, 
and  now  about  to  be  seized  on  by 
the  profession.  However, 
training  demands  both  time, 
patience  and  money.  The  first 
two  commodities  and  the  bulk  of 
the  last  can  be  supplied  by  the 
pharmacist.  The  reward  will  be  a 
level  of  service  commensurate 
with  the  proper  standing  of  the 
profession.  Nuffield,  and  the 
round  of  primary  health  care 
consultations  following  the 
Government's  Green  Paper  has 
proved  that  the  profession  is 
regarded  with  great  respect. 

Council's  liberalisation  of  the 
supervision  aspects  and  its  call  to 
higher  standards  of  premises 
and  practice,  provides  the  basis 
to  capitalise  on  the  capabilities  of 
the  community  pharmacist.  And 
the  do-it-themselves  health 
enthusiasts  out  there  need  an 
expert,  accessible  shoulder  to 
lean  on.  The  pharmacist  now  has 
the  opportunity  to  regain  full 
control  of  his  birthright  and 
advise  on  medicines  in 
particular,  and  health  in 
general,  as  never  before.  The 
benefits  that  will 
follow  will  not  just 
be  measured  by  the  PHH 
till  .  .  . 
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NEWS 


Wide-ranging  views 
on  response  to  Nuffield 

The  difficulty  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  must 
have  had  in  preparing  Its  response  to  the  Mufiield  Inquiry  has 
been  reflected  in  a  C&D  survey  of  pharmacists  this  week. 


Supervision,  and  the  relaxation  proposed 
by  the  Society's  Council,  are  likely  to  be  a 
major  topic  of  debate  by  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  Society's  membership  over  the 
coming  months.  C&D  found  a  wide 
spectrum  of  views  for  and  against  the 
Society's  proposals  in  what  was, 
admittedly,  a  small  sample. 

The  changes  proposed  by  Council 
were  largely  welcomed,  though  rural 
pharmacists  have  some  reservations  over 
how  such  relaxations  may  be  represented 
by  dispensing  doctors. 

Ian  Phillips,  from  Cardiff,  said  he  was 
pleased  to  see  Council  had  recommended 
that  dressings  and  appliances  could  be 
supplied  without  supervision.  But  he  was  a 
little  concerned  that  the  Society  should  say 
that  supervision  will  be  exercised 
satisfactorily  if  a  pharmacist  sees  each 
prescription  at  some  stage  prior  to  the 
medicine  being  handed  out.  "Surely  the 
pharmacist  must  have  an  input  at  the  end, 
you  can't  check  a  prescription  at  the 
beginning,"  he  said. 

It  was  all  very  well  talking  about 
delegation,  but  many  pharmacists  felt  that 
the  amount  of  their  business  did  not  justify 
paying  JIC  rates  for  qualified  technicians. 

In  brief:  What 
Council  decided 

■  The  pharmacist  should  delegate  as 
much  routine  work  as  possible  to  properly 
trained  staff 

■  The  pharmacist  must  continue  to  take 
final  professional  responsibility  for  all 
aspects  of  the  pharmaceutical  service.  For 
this,  the  involvement  of  the  pharmacist  is 
essential  in  all  but  the  most  exceptional 
circumstances,  whenever  prescriptions 
are  dispensed  or  restricted  medicines  are 
sold 

■  There  is  no  reason  to  change  the 
present  interpretation  of  "personal  control" 
8  A  pharmacist  should  use  professional 
discretion  to  decide  whether  advice  on 
certain  symptoms  should  be  given  only  by 
a  pharmacist.  It  should  be  permissible  for 
advice  to  be  given,  and  sales  made  in 
appropriate  instances,  by  other  members 


"And  do  the  staff  concerned  actually  want 
this  extra  responsibility?"  he  asked. 

Mr  Phillips  also  said  that  the 
recommendations  would  remove  the 
anomaly  that  prescriptions  dispensed  and 
checked  by  the  pharmacist  could  not  be 
given  out  when  the  pharmacist  was  at 
lunch,  a  point  also  commended  by  David 
Morgan,  of  Guildford. 

Mel  Wood,  from  Salford,  says  he  has 
run  his  business  delegating  simple  tasks  to 
appropriate  staff  for  many  years.  "We 
have  to  encourage  pharmacists  to  employ 
properly  certificated  staff,"  he  says. 

Noel  Baumber,  from  Grantham,  said 
the  Society's  response  was  "commendable 
and  very  realistic".  It  was  positive  in 
saying  that  the  pharmacist's  role  in  the 
dispensary  should  be  advisory,  not 
technical.  "But  the  most  vital  aspect 
emerging  from  the  Council's  'intellectual 
struggle'  is  that  personal  control  and 
supervision  means  the  pharmacist  on  the 
premises  and  closely  involved  in  the 
interests  of  patients,"  Mr  Baumber  said. 

However,  he  appreciated  that  the 
Society,  in  looking  towards  a  wider  post- 
Nuf field  role,  had  to  steer  a  narrow  path. 
"The  independent  sector  must  be 

of  staff  whom  the  pharmacist  considers 
trained  for  the  purpose,  provided  such 
sales  follow  a  written  procedure  laid  down 
by  the  pharmacist 

■  Every  pharmacy  should  have  a  "quiet 
spot"  where  advice  can  be  given 

■  Particular  groups  of  patients,  such  as 
the  elderly,  should  be  encouraged  to 
register  with  a  single  pharmacy 

■  Housebound  patients  would  benefit 
from  domiciliary  visits  by  community 
pharmacists 

■  Section  66  regulations  should  be 
introduced  to  provide  a  means  of 
controlling  standards  in  premises 

■  Normal  supervision  of  dispensing  will 
occur  if  a  pharmacist  sees  each 
prescription  at  some  stage  prior  to  the 
dispensed  medicine  being  handed  out 

■  Exemption  from  this  should  be 
permissible  for  prescriptions  for  dressings 
and  appliances  which  can  be  dispensed 
by  appliance  contractors,  and  for  GSL 
medicines,  provided:  —  dispensing  is 
carried  out  by  certificated  support  staff 


preserved,  so  the  whole  population  gets  a 
full  service;  the  Society  mustn't  make 
community  pharmacy  only  possible  in  the 
multiples." 

Mr  Baumber  was  pleased  that  the 
Society  had  not  gone  down  the  two 
pharmacist  path.  "The  two  pharmacist 
system  will  remain  the  exception,"  he  says. 
"Anyone  who  has  tried  to  operate  such  a 
system  knows  how  difficult  it  is.  Only  by 
delegation  will  it  be  possible  to  get  better 
working  conditions  for  pharmacists."  It  was 
a  good  thing  that  the  Society  was  looking 
to  make  sure  that  the  degree  of  freedom  is 
professionally  rather  than  legally 
controlled. 

Notes  of  caution  on  relaxation  of 
supervision  were  sounded  by  the  secretary 
of  the  Rural  Pharmacists  Association,  lohn 
Davies,  and  by  Mr  K.J.  Knight,  of 
Crewkerne,  Somerset. 

Mr  Davies  said  that  if  the  profession 
were  to  go  as  far  as  the  Society  has 
suggested,  dispensing  doctors  would  make 
great  play  on  the  relaxation  of  supervision, 
and  "they  would  be  right  to  do  so". 

"We  have  said  all  along  that  dispensing 
should  only  be  done  by  pharmacists 
because  of  our  qualifications,"  he  said.  "It 
will  weaken  our  case  to  play  this  card  too 
strongly." 

Mr  Knight  called  the  Society's 
proposals  "a  hostage  to  fortune".  "If  the 
Society  allows  a  pharmacist  to  authorise 
his  staff  to  supply  a  POM  on  a  repeat 
prescription,  is  there  any  reason  why  a 
doctor  shouldn't  authorise  a  receptionist  to 
do  the  same?  We  have  to  look  not  only  to 
our  new  role,  we  have  to  make  sure  we 
retain  to  the  limit  what  is  left  of  our  old  role 
in  the  sale  and  supply  of  medicines. 

under  written  procedures,  and  checked 
by  another  appropriate  member  of  staff 

—  dispensing  identifies  the  pharmacist 
responsible 

—  prescription  is  mechanically  printed 

—  pharmacist  sees  each  prescription  on 
his  return,  and  can  confirm  the  items 
supplied 

—  any  absence  should  be  short  and 
usually  due  to  other  professional  duties 

■  Certain  repeat  prescriptions  should  be 
permitted  to  be  dispensed  without  the 
involvement  of  the  pharmacist  subject  to 
the  above,  and  providing:  —  it  is  for  a 
patient  for  whom  medication  record  is  kept! 

—  it  is  for  medicine  identical  m  dose,  form! 
and  strength  to  one  already  recorded 

—  the  medicine  is  dispensed  in  an 
unopened  original  pack 

—  prescription  is  presented  not  more  than  iM 
six  months  after  previous  entry  in  record  i 

—  there  is  no  verbal  or  written  request  for 
additional  therapy  for  the  patient 

—  the  person  presenting  the  prescription 
raises  no  query  relating  to  the  medicine 
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They're  always  telling  us  to  make  the  most  of  market  opportunities. 


David  Morgan  said  that  some 
pharmacists  would  drive  a  "coach  and 
horses"  through  any  relaxation  of 
supervision. 

Mel  Wood  said  that  training  was  the 
key  to  any  progress.  He  welcomed  the 
Society's  initiative  in  technician  training, 
but  he  felt  that  input  rather  than  control 
was  reguired. 

Training  of  pharmacists  was  also 
required,  he  said,  and  he  favoured  an 
incentive  system,  rather  than  mandatory 
continuing  education. 

The  relaxation  of  the  rules  regarding  P 
medicine  sales  was  welcomed  by  many. 
Ian  Phillips  said  that  such  a  change  was 
fair  enough.  However,  he  was  worried 
about  the  number  of  different  records  that 
the  Society  was  suggesting  might  need  to 
be  kept.  Mel  Wood  felt,  however,  that  the 
keeping  of  such  records  might  make  the 
public  more  aware  of  the  nature  of 
medicines. 

David  Morgan  felt  that  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  might  help  in 
drawing  up  a  list  of  medicines  which  might 
be  sold  without  a  pharmacist  needing  to  be 
involved. 

Miall  James,  Southend,  was  pleased 
that  the  Society  had  rejected  Nuffield's 
view  of  the  type  of  work  that  could  be 
carried  out  while  the  pharmacist  was 
absent. 

Despite  his  overall  praise  for  Council, 
Noel  Baumber  did  feel  that  it  had  failed  to 
address  a  number  of  points.  "The  biggest 
omission  is  that  the  Society  has  not 
responded  to  the  criticism  that  it  hasn't 
tried  to  improve  standards,"  he  says.  "It 
has  reiterated  the  call  for  regulations 
under  Section  66  of  the  Medicines  Act,  but 

—  prescription  is  computer-generated 

■  The  pharmacist  in  charge  of  a 
pharmacy  should  be  permitted  to  list  those 
P  medicines  which,  in  his  discretion, 
require  direct  contact  between  pharmacist 
and  purchaser.  P  medicines  not  so  listed 
could  then  be  sold,  under  certain 
conditions,  while  a  pharmacist  is  on  the 
premises  but  not  necessarily  aware  of  any 
particular  sale  at  the  time  of  the  sale.  Sales 
should  be  recorded  in  one  of  the 
pharmacy  record  books 

■  The  contract  for  the  provision  of  NHS 
pharmaceutical  services  should  be  with 
those  professionally  responsible  for  those 
services,  ie  the  pharmacists  in  charge  of 
pharmacies 

■  Payments  for  additional  services  should 
be  additional  payments.  Council 
deprecates  the  suggestion  that  script 
related  payments  should  be  reduced 

■  Other  than  in  exceptional 
circumstances,  pharmaceutical  services  in 
rural  areas  should  be  provided  from 
pharmacies 


ducked  out  of  the  criticism. 

"Section  66  is  going  to  cost  a  lot  of 
money,  and,  on  the  wider  issues,  it  is  only 
when  you  get  the  Government  involved 
that  a  lot  of  the  Nuffield  recommendations 
—  computerisation,  supervision  in  its 
better  defined  form,  consultation  and 
higher  standards  —  are  going  to  fall  into 
place.  Council  has  not  set  out  the  political 
steps  required,"  he  said. 

Of  the  pharmacists  C&D  talked  to,  the 
biggest  welcome  came  from  Mel  Wood, 
who  issued  a  challenge  to  the  profession: 
"I  welcomed  the  opportunities  represented 
by  Nuffield  and  I  am  pleased  to  see  that 
Council  have  revised  their  old 
conservative  attitudes.  I  think  the 
recommendations  will  go  a  long  way  to 
improve  the  status  of  community 
pharmacy  in  the  next  few  decades. 

"I  would  like  to  encourage  my  fellows 
to  grasp  the  nettle  and  take  the  lead  shown 
by  the  Society.  They  have  called  the 
members'  bluff  and  I  hope  they  respond." 

No  pricing  trials 
now  until  '88 

There  are  not  likely  to  be  any 
further  practical  developments  on 
the  computerised  transfer  of 
prescription  pricing  information 
until  next  year  at  the  least. 

The  evaluation  report  on  a  pilot  trial 
conducted  earlier  this  year  has  been 
completed  by  consultants  Arthur 
Andersen  and  is  being  considered  by  the 
DHSS.  Other  interested  parties  have  been 
asked  to  comment  by  the  end  of  August. 

The  project's  steering  committee  will 
meet  again  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 
Arthur  Andersen  have  recommended  that 
a  further  larger  scale  trial  takes  place  but 
not  before  some  technical  changes  are 
made.  A  Department  spokesman  said  the 
report  suggested  proceeding,  but  with 
caution. 


Fine  for  selling 
tranquillisers 

A  Dudley  pharmacist  who  sold 
tranquillisers  to  a  regular  customer 
without  a  prescription  has  been 
fined  £2.000  at  Sedgley  Crown 
Court. 

Mohammed  Sabir,  who  has  a  shop  in 
Walsall,  admitted  two  charges  of 
unlawfully  supplying  temazepam  capsules 
and  diazepam  tablets  to  Robert  Francis  on 
February  10.  He  was  fined  £1,000  on  each 
charge,  to  be  paid  off  at  £200  a  month,  and 
ordered  to  pay  £216  costs. 

Mr  John  Freeman,  prosecuting,  said 
that  Mr  Francis  paid  £10  for  the  drugs  at 
Mr  Sabir's  shop  in  Darlaston  Road, 
Walsall.  The  35  tablets  and  capsules  were 
handed  over  in  two  unlabelled  bottles 
without  a  prescription,  in  contravention  of 
the  law.  When  questioned  by  drug  squad 
detectives,  Mr  Sabir  admitted  the  offence 
and  added:  "I  was  only  helping  him  out." 

Mr  John  Wait,  defending,  said  Mr 
Sabir  knew  Mr  Francis  personally  and  was 
aware  he  received  the  drugs  from  his 
doctor.  He  was  approached  by  Mr  Francis 
who  asked  him  for  the  capsules  and  tablets 
because  he  was  unable  to  get  to  his  doctor 
for  a  prescription. 

"He  is  bitterly  ashamed.  He  is  a  pillar 
of  the  local  community  —  this  has  caused 
him  grave  professional  embarrassment,"  he 
said.  Disciplinary  proceedings  would 
follow  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


Exemption  cost 

It  would  cost  in  the  region  of  £10m  to  £15m 
to  extend  exemption  from  prescription 
charges  to  men  aged  60-64  who  are  not 
already  exempt,  for  example  on  low 
income  or  medical  grounds,  Health 
Minister  Tony  Newton  told  Andrew 
Bowden  in  the  Commons  last  week. 
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PSNC  sees  need 
for  generic  fund 

The  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  is  to  ask  the 
Government  to  set  up  a  no  fault 
compensation  fund  to  avoid  lengthy 
and  expensive  legal  battles  for 
people  who  suffer  adverse  drug 
reactions. 

"Such  a  scheme  would  cut  the  legal 
costs  and  ensure  speedy  compensation  for 
victims.  To  offer  compensation  to  those 
who  suffer  as  a  result  of  generic 
prescribing  would  cost  less  than  £7m  a 

"Computer  data 
need  safeguards' 

Plans  by  AAH-Meditel  and  VAMP  to 
provide  free  computer  equipment  to 
GPs  in  return  for  prescribing  data 
have  been  criticised  in  the 
Commons. 

Dr  Jeremy  Bray,  a  front  bench  Labour 
spokesman,  called  on  the  Government  last 
week  to  check  that  the  data  provided  were 
subject  to  adequate  safeguards.  VAMP 
already  have  on  computer  the  prescription 
records  of  500,000  patients  and  expect  the 
number  to  rise  to  5  million  by  the  end  of 

No  place  for 
prenylamine 

Synadrin  should  be  withdrawn  in 
the  interests  of  safety  and  special 
supplies  arranged  for  patients 
uniquely  benefitting  from  it.  says 
the  latest  Drug  and  Therapeutics 
Bulletin. 

Prenylamine  has  no  significant 
advantage  over  other  anti-anginal  drugs 


NHS  financing 

A  large  majority  of  the  public 
favour  more  spending  on  the  NHS. 
according  to  a  survey  carried  out  for 
the  Public  Finance  Foundation  by 
Gallup  in  the  wake  of  the  election. 

The  survey  shows  that  the  88  per  cent 
who  favour  higher  spending  still  support 
this  view  even  when  told  they  are  paying 
£6.50  per  person  per  week  in  taxes. 

A  substantial  majority  (69  per  cent) 
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year",  says  chief  executive  Alan  Smith. 
"This  would  be  less  than  the  cost  of 
reimbursing  doctors  and  chemists  for 
much  higher  insurance  premiums.  A 
similar  scheme  operates  well  in  New 
Zealand  and  there  is  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  work  equally  well  here." 

Compensation  claims  will  become 
more  complicated  with  the  implementation 
of  the  Consumer  Protection  Act  expected 
in  July  next  year.  The  new  law  allows  the 
manufacturer  to  be  sued  directly  but  in  the 
case  of  generics,  where  it  can  be  difficult 
to  identify  the  manufacturer,  the 
pharmacist  could  be  sued. 

The  call  for  a  national  compensation 
fund  will  be  put  to  the  Department  of 
Health  at  a  meeting  later  this  month. 


the  year,  he  said.  He  acknowledged  that  it 
was  a  valuable  research  tool  for 
pharmaceutical  companies  but  claimed  "it 
is  a  monstrously  inefficient  and  potentially 
dangerous  way  of  handling  medical 
information  for  research  purposes". 

The  General  Medical  Services 
Committee  has  also  sounded  a  note  of 
caution,  and  warned  GPs  that  the  two 
companies  have  understated  the 
difficulties  involved  in  introducing  the 
equipment.  VAMP  are  offering  1,000 
systems  under  a  leasing  arrangement  and 
AAH-Meditel  are  making  available 
2,000-3,000  on  a  rental  basis.  The  GMSC 
also  wants  confidentiality  guidelines 
included  in  any  contracts. 


and  is  more  hazardous,  the  Bulletin  says. 
At  least  56  case  reports  of  dangerous 
ventricular  arrythmias  have  been 
published,  among  them  12  patients 
resuscitated  from  cardiac  arrest.  The 
Committee  on  Safety  of  Medicines  has 
received  22  reports  of  arrythmias  or 
electrocardiographic  abnormalities, 
including  one  death. 

The  Bulletin,  from  the  Consumers 
Association,  also  gives  an  update  on  ways 
of  withdrawing  benzodiazepines. 
Relaxation  techniques,  explanation  and 
reassurance  are  among  the  suggestions. 


would  be  ready  to  give  up  tax  reductions 
to  pay  for  higher  spending.  But  only  38 
per  cent  thought  it  reasonable  to  increase 
national  insurance  contributions  or  taxes. 

About  half  the  sample  thought  that 
people  who  could  afford  to  do  so  should 
contribute  more  to  the  cost  of  the  service. 


■  Adverse  drug  reactions  reported  to 
the  Committee  on  Safety  of  Medicines 
increased  by  23  per  cent  last  year  to 
15,527.  The  CSM's  attributes  this  record 
number  to  an  increase  in  reporting. 


The  Brighton  Polytechnic  Department  of 
Pharmacy  has  replaced  one  second  year 
laboratory-based  pharmaceutics  practical 
with  an  exercise  in  communication, 
devised  by  Dr  Gary  Martin,  senior 
lecturer.  Janssen  agreed  to  award  prizes 
for  the  top  three  students  selected  by 
members  of  staff.  David  Mitchell,  sales 
manager  of  Janssen  Pharmacy  Division,  is 
shown  with  the  three  prize  winners:  Emma 
Gould,  Ian  Laws  (left)  and  Raj  Rhoilla 


Astill  on  airways 
to  defend  RPM 

National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  director  Tim  Astill  was 
asked  to  justify  fixed  prices  on 
medicines  during  a  live  interview 
on  Radio  Four's  "You  and  Yours" 
last  week. 

The  issue  was  raised  by  Andrew  Kerr, 
who  owns  17  drug-stores  in  Scotland 
under  the  name  of  Semi-Chem.  The 
company  has  had  an  interdict  taken  out 
against  it  by  Nicholas  Laboratories  for 
alleged  price-cutting. 

Mr  Astill's  initial  comment  was  that  it 
had  taken  six  barristers  28  days  to  show 
that  fixed  prices  on  medicines  were  in  the 
public  interest.  "A  retailer  only  cuts  prices 
to  increase  sales  and  profits.  We  don't 
think  it  right  that  price  promotions  should 
be  used  to  sell  more  medicines.  No 
medicine  is  safe",  he  said. 

Mr  Astill  said  that  the  public  should 
buy  medicines  from  pharmacies  where 
they  could  obtain  advice. 


Not  enough! 

The  uptake  of  measles  and 
whooping  cough  immunisation  is 
still  much  too  low,  said  Lord 
Skelmersdale.  Parliamentary 
secretary  at  the  DHSS  last  week. 

Around  85  per  cent  of  children  have 
been  vaccinated  against  diphtheria, 
tetanus  and  polio  by  the  end  of  their 
second  year,  but  only  65  per  cent  of 
children  are  vaccinated  against  whooping 
cough.  There  were  20,000  cases  in  1985. 

Around  68  per  cent  of  two  year  old 
children  are  now  immunised  against 
measles,  and  the  proportion  is  increasing. 
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TOPICAL  REFLB 


by  Xroyser 


Premises  up  10 

The  number  of  premises  on  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Register 
was  up  10  in  June,  to  1 1 .786.  the  first 
rise  for  three  months. 

England  (excluding  London)  gained 
seven  overall,  with  37  additions  and  30 
deletions.  The  capital  was  up  four,  with  six 
additions  and  two  deletions,  Scotland  lost 
one  (three  additions  and  four  deletions), 
while  there  was  no  overall  change  in 
Wales  (two  and  two). 

Boots  register 
OTC  steroid 

Regulations  which  came  into  effect 
on  July  25  exempt  —  one  more 
topical  hydrocortisone  preparation 
from  POM  restrictions. 

The  Medicines  (Products  Other  Than 
Veterinary  Drugs)  (Prescription  Only) 
Amendment  (No  2)  Order  1987  (SI  no 
1250,  HMSO  £0.85),  lists  Boots 
hydrocortisone  ointment  0014/0364. 
Evacort  cream  0039/0198  is  also  excluded 
from  being  POM,  while  the  entry  for 
Cortovate  hydrocortisone  cream,  the 
former  name  for  Evacort,  is  deleted. 

The  same  Regulations  also  exclude 
ointments  or  plasters  containing  no  more 
than  20  per  cent  podophyllum  resin  from 
the  POM  Order.  A  previous  order  wrongly 
gave  the  maximum  strength  as  2  per  cent 
(C&D,  June  20,  P1215). 

Pulling  power 

The  number  of  dentists  practising  in 
the  UK  is  projected  to  rise  25  per  cent 
by  the  year  2025. 

The  DHSS  Review  Group  on  Dental 
Manpower  has  concluded  that  to  meet 
expected  demand  for  treatment,  the 
estimated  number  of  dentists  should 
increase  from  24,700  to  30,700  by  2025. 

If  dentists  are  trained  at  the  present 
rate  of  training,  there  would  be  1,700  more 
dentists  than  needed  by  2015.  So  the 
Review  Group  has  recommended  cuts  in 
the  intake  to  UK  dental  schools  by  10  per 
cent  from  1988. 


Compensation 

The  closing  date  by  which  contractors  who 
wish  to  claim  compensation  at  the  higher 
rate  under  the  new  contract  is  November 
30,  and  contractors  must  close  before 
March  31,  1988,  not  as  stated  in  C&D  last 
week  pi 65. 


Forgeries 


I  was  unhappy  some  time  ago  concerning 
our  position  if  we  should  dispense  a 
prescription  for  a  POM  believing  it 
genuine,  only  to  find  later  it  was  a  forgery. 
I  consider  that  it  cannot  be  a  crime  to  be 
misled.  Well,  never  mind  what  I  consider.  I 
am  wrong. 

Tim  Astill  of  the  NPA  has  been  good 
enough  to  write  to  me,  spelling  out  the 
niceties  of  the  law.  If  we  dispense  a  forged 
script  we  are  guilty  of  a  crime.  The 
Chemist  Defence  Association  will  be  able 
to  provide  legal  support  as  a  policy 
benefit,  but  is  not  allowed  by  law  to  pay 
any  fines. 

If  after  conviction  you  go  before  the 
Statutory  Committee,  legal  advice  will  be 
provided.  Advice  only  will  be  given  in 
service  committee  hearings  where  the  case 
concerns  NHS  dispensing,  which  then 
involves  the  FPC,  for  whose  hearings  legal 
representation  is  not  permitted.  The  only 
mitigation  of  this  unhappy  state  comes 
from  the  practice  in  some  cases  of 
consultation  between  FPCs  and  LPCs  to 
see  whether  a  pharmacist  should  have 
detected  the  forgery.  If  not,  then  it  is 
possible  some  accommodation  may  be 
allowed. 

Personally  I  think  the  whole  situation  is 
rotten  since  honourable  men  and  women 
may  find  themselves  judged  guilty  of  a 
criminal  offence  they  knew  nothing  about. 
But  I  am  grateful  to  have  it  made  clear 
exactly  when  our  insurers  can  and  cannot 
accept  liability.  My  thanks  to  the  NPA  and 
Tim  Astill  for  their  courtesy  .  .  . 


More  letters? 


Its  true,  folks.  I  can't  believe  my  luck,  for 
you  have  little  idea  how  helpful  it  is  to  have 
direct  comment  on  what  I  write. 
Stimulating  is  the  word,  particularly  when 
I  have  dropped  another  of  my  little 
clangers.  But  apart  from  that  I'd  like  to 
thank  most  of  the  writers.  D.V.  Brandon,  of 
Poole,  who  is  good  enough  to  provide  me 
with  useful  comment  from  time  to  time,  has 
sent  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Prescription 
Pricing  Authority  (dated  July  16) 
confirming  that  the  resubmitted  forms  it 
had  received  that  day  had  been  included 
in  his  payments  for  the  June  account. 

From  which  we  can  take  it  that  if  you 
return  your  returned  scripts  promptly,  they 
will  be  included  for  payment  in  your  last 
bundle,  so  the  delay  will  not  be  excessive. 
And  from  which  it  would  appear  I  have 
been  barking  up  the  wrong  tree  when  you 
consider  the  80  per  cent  advance  payment 
on  scripts.  Maybe,  but  as  it  is  no  part  of  our 
contract  to  have  payment  withheld  for  an 


item  unless  there  is  doubt  about  what  was 
dispensed,  there  can  be  no  justification  for 
withholding  payment  simply  because  a 
multiple  item  script  happens  to  include  an 
item  which  has  to  be  referred  back.  The 
more  I  think  about  it  the  more  I  am 
convinced  it  is  a  breach  of  contract 
between  the  FPCs  and  the  contractors, 
which  should  be  questioned  by  LPCs. 


Test  cases 


Recently  I  quoted  "a  certain  judgment" 
concerning  the  unsupervised  dispensing 
of  some  dispensing  doctor  practices.  I 
have  had  a  letter  from  K.J.  Knight,  a  man 
doing  sterling  work  on  our  behalf,  asking 
me  if  I  would  let  him  have  details,  since  I 
did  not  use  the  exact  words  from  the 
Tenterden  case.  Was  there  another  case? 
Regretfully  I  have  to  say  no.  I  made  the 
mistake  of  relying  on  my  memory  and  gave 
what  I  understood  to  be  the  gist  of  the  case, 
in  my  own  words. 

However,  I  was  heartened  by  a 
quotation  which  Mr  Knight  gave  as  a  post- 
script: "Appelbe  PJ  27/6/87  p796  —  As  the 
enforcement  authority  with  a  duty  imposed 
by  Parliament  .  .  .  the  Society  had  a  duty 
to  appeal  and  thus  clarify  the  law".  This  is 
delicious.  Here  we  have  the  senior  law 
officer  for  the  Society  spelling  it  out  in 
public,  years  after  the  event.  No  doubt  he 
mentioned  it  at  the  time.  All  I  can  ask  is, 
what's  holding  us  back?  We  have  a  new 
executive,  and  a  refreshed  Council.  Let's 
get  on  with  it  —  now. 


Dropper  bottles 


I've  had  a  letter  from  a  manufacturer  who 
extols  the  virtues  of  the  new  plastic 
dropper  bottles  and  points  out,  kindly,  the 
disadvantages  of  the  older  glass  and 
rubber  articles.  Since  I  used  to  run  a 
sterile  department,  which  involved 
manufacture,  I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the 
considerable  problems  they  pose,  and  I 
agree  that  the  new,  virtually  one-piece 
squeeze  bottles  are  infinitely  better  ...  in 
principle. 

But  my  complaint  was  not  about  the 
principle.  It  concerned  the  practical  and 
almost  insuperable  problems  faced  by  the 
end  users,  my  patients,  when  the  so 
superior  plastic  dropper  bottles  are  too 
stiff  for  them  to  squeeze.  If  the 
manufacturer,  whose  letter  was  most 
perceptive  and  does  not  deserve  this 
rather  sniffy  reply,  would  let  me  know  the 
name  of  its  supplier  of  softwall  containers, 
and  perhaps  indicate  what  sort  of  tests  are 
done  to  make  sure  the  whole  batch  is  easy 
to  use,  I  would  be  glad  to  pass  the  names 
on  through  this  column  .  .  .  There  is  a 
need  for  new  standards  in  this  field. 
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The  Nice  'n  Easy  way... 


...to  bigger  profits  from  a  brand  leader. 


O  More  women  already  choose  Clairol 
Nice  Yi  Easy  over  any  other  hair 
colourant. 

O  Now  the  demand  is  set  to  increase 
with  a  FREE  TRIAL  OFFER  for 
non-users  of  Nice'n  Easy. 

PLUS  5  Op  OFF  their  next  purchase 
of  Nice'n  Easy. 


CLAIROL 


O  Consumer  offer  to  appear  in  impactful 
magazine  promotions  throughout  August? 
-  reaching  4  lh  million  women. 

O  Additional  advertising  in  Woman's 
Realm  will  reach  a  further  600,000. 

O  Plus  there's  increased  brand  awareness 
of  Nice'n  Easy  due  to  extensive  TV 
advertising  shown  this  summer. 


Nice'n  Easy 


STOCK  UP  NOW-PROMOTION  STARTS  AUGUST 


Nice'n  Easy  and  Clairol  are  registered  nademarks.  Authorised  user  Bristol  Myers  Company  Ltd  ©  1987. 
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Numark  members  and  wholesale  representatives  from  each  franchise  region  met  in 
Manchester  recently  for  the  first  national  Numark  committee  meeting.  The  meeting  was 
chaired  by  John  Forster,  FPS,  and  addressed  by  Trevor  Dixon  and  other  Numark  central 
office  executives 


RDC  judgment 
accurate 

The  Rural  Dispensing  Committee 
appears  to  have  been  accurate  in  its 
decisions,  according  to  a  recent 
survey. 

A  guestionaire  issued  in  July  1986  to 
27  family  practioner  committees  requested 
information  on  54  cases  determined  by  the 
RDC  between  April  1983  to  August  1985, 
representing  one-fifth  of  all  cases  dealt 
with  in  that  period;  53  replies  were 
received. 

In  47  cases,  the  replies  showed  that  the 
evidence  and  forecasts  on  which  the  RDC 
and  Secretary  of  State  had  based  their 
decisions  were  reliable  and  that  the 
impact,  if  any,  on  general  medical  and 
pharmceutical  services  had  been 
accurately  assessed.  In  three  cases, 
although  consent  to  provide 
pharmaceutical  services  was  granted,  the 
applicants  had  not  taken  it  up. 

The  RDC  says  the  results  suggest  that 
in  general  the  decisions  had  been  based 
on  a  sound  understanding  of  the  likely 
outcome.  Because  the  survey  was  limited 
in  its  scope  the  RDC  intends  to  repeat  the 
exercise  when  some  of  its  more  recent 
decisions  can  be  included. 


FPC  spending 

Testing  of  drugs  and  appliances 
cost  family  practitioner  committees 
£412,000  in  England  and  £24,000  in 
Wales  in  the  year  to  March  31,  1986. 

The  figures  are  given  in  accounts 
showing  how  much  FPCs  spend  on 
administration,  published  for  the  first  time 
since  FPCs  became  free-standing 
employing  authorities  in  April  1985. 
Previously  these  costs  were  incorporated 
in  district  health  authority  annual  accounts 
and  were  not  identifiable  separately. 

Administration  costs  for  the  year 
reached  £45  million  in  England,  the 
greatest  expenditure  being  on  staff  wages 
(£33m).  Capital  expenditure  was  £1 .9m, 
with  £1.3m  being  spent  on  computers.  In 
Wales  total  revenue  expenditure  was 
£2. 6m  and  capital  expenditure  £319,000. 

Expenditure  on  pharmaceutical 
services  in  England  totalled  £l,541m  with 
items  dispensed  by  pharmacists  costing 
£l,395m  after  the  deduction  of  script 
charges.  In  Wales  the  cost  was  £114. 8m, 
with  £105m  dispensed  by  pharmacists. 
Cost  incurred  by  the  RDC  were  £65,000. 
Summarised  accounts  of  health  authorities 
and  FPCs  in  England  and  Wales,  etc, 
1985-6  (HMSO  £6.80). 


DUMP  results 
in  Hampshire 

In  view  of  the  possibility  of  many  DUMP 
campaigns  being  organised  during  the 
proposed  Pharmacy  Week  next  year,  your 
readers  may  be  interested  in  the  results  of 
the  recent  Hampshire  campaign. 

Between  March  23  and  April  4  some 
six  tonnes  of  assorted  medicines  and  about 
half  a  tonne  of  poisons  of  various  toxicities 
(including  enough  cyanide  to  kill  almost 
the  entire  populations  of  Portsmouth  and 
Southampton)  were  handed  into  300  or  so 
participating  pharmacies  in  Hampshire, 
the  Isle  of  Wight  and  Chichester. 

Local  wholesalers  transported  the 
collections  contained  in  sealed  plastic 
bags  to  secure  stores  in  the  district  general 
hospitals  from  where  environmental  health 
department  officers  sent  them  to  county 
council  incinerators  or  to  Rechem 
International  for  destruction.  The  cost  of 
the  campaign  was  met  by  sponsorship 

Grey  area 
clarified 

I  understand  that  the  Bristol-Myers 
product  Silk  and  Silver  (C&D,  June  13, 
pi  174)  is  claimed  to  be  the  first  product 
formulated  not  to  hide  but  to  enhance  grey 
hair. 

Schwarzkopf  launched  the  Touch  of 
Silver  range  in  July  1984.  The  shampoo  is  a 
mild  and  gentle  conditioning  shampoo 
which  enhances  the  silver  in  grey  or  white 
hair.  It  leaves  the  hair  soft,  shiny  and  in 
good  condition  and  gives  grey  and  white 
hair  a  soft,  silvery  effect.  This  was  the  first 
beauty  product  formulated  not  to  hide  but 
to  enhance  grey  hair. 

The  two  coloured  setting  lotions  colour 
the  hair  to  look  natural  and  give  a  lasting 
shine,  and  the  spray  conditioner  adds 
shine  to  grey  or  white  hair. 
Jean  Smith 

Marketing  manager,  Schwarzkopf 
Bristol-Myers  reply:  It  was  not  our 


from  drug  companies  and  local 
authorities. 

The  success  of  the  campaign  was 
assured  with  almost  saturation  publicity 
through  the  local  Press,  radio  and  regional 
television  coverage,  and  by  the 
considerable  efforts  of  the  campaign's 
steering  committee.  Although  more  drugs 
and  poisons  might  have  been  expected  to 
have  been  DUMPed,  in  assessing  the 
results,  the  increase  in  the  public's 
awareness  of  the  dangers  of  hoarding  old 
medicines  and  the  high  degree  of  co- 
operation between  the  professions 
involved  cannot  be  discounted. 

Details  of  the  way  in  which  Hampshire's 
campaign  was  organised  and  run,  and  the 
results,  are  contained  in  a  DUMP  '87 
booklet  which  is  available  from:  Alan 
Higgms,  Chief  Environmental  Health 
Officer,  City  of  Portsmouth,  Civic  Offices, 
Guildhall  Square,  Portsmouth  POl  2AX, 
price  £2.00  (cheques  made  payable  to  City 
of  Portsmouth). 
R.J.  Holloway 
Romsey 

intention  to  mislead  any  of  your  readers  or 
our  consumers  in  claiming  that  Silk  and 
Silver  is  the  first  beauty  product 
formulated  not  to  hide  grey  hair  but 
enhance  it.  We  believe  the 
misunderstanding  on  Schwarzkopf's  part 
lies  in  the  interpretation  of  enhancement 
and  this  is  where  Silk  and  Silver  differs 
from  their  Touch  of  Silver  range. 

Schwarzkopf  do  not  specifically  refer 
to  colour  enhancement  on  their  products 
whereas  Silk  and  Silver  is  described  as 
semi-permanent  and  a  grey  hair  enhancer 
with  conditioner.  We  claim  the  product  is 
for  use  every  four  to  six  weeks,  as  opposed 
to  the  Touch  of  Silver  products  which  are 
temporary  and  wash  out  after  one 
shampoo.  Silk  and  Silver  has  been 
designed  to  add  silverising  tones  to 
already  grey  hair  and  thereby  remove 
traces  of  yellow  or  the  "salt  and  pepper" 
effect  commonly  found  in  greying  hair.  It 
is  not  designed  to  cover  up  grey  hair  and 
the  effect  lasts  through  six  to  eight 
shampoos,  rather  than  only  one. 

As  such,  our  products  are  unique  and 
the  first  of  their  kind  in  the  market  place. 
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■COUNTERPOINTS  ■ 


Crookes'  plans 
for  Winter 

Crookes  have  announced  their  marketing 
plans  for  the  next  six  months. 

August  sees  the  start  of  a  year-round 
£3m  television  advertising  campaign  for 
Nurofen,  beginning  in  August  with 
subsequent  bursts  planned  for  October, 
November  and  January  1988. 

In  the  second  half  of  August  there  will 
be  two  mailings  to  pharmacies,  the  first 
presenting  new  clinical  data  and  the 
second  aimed  at  counter  assistants.  A  shelf 
reserver,  range  display  unit  and  window 
kit  are  available  for  merchandising. 

Cream  E45  is  now  a  £5m  brand,  say 
Crookes.  An  Autumn  PR  campaign  will 
offer  250,000  tubes  of  cream  through  the 
national  Press  and  women's  magazines. 

Window  display  units  for  Cream  E45 
and  Hc45  hydrocortisone  cream  1  per  cent 
are  now  available. 

Strepsils  will  be  supported  by  a  £1 .4m 


television  campaign  from  November  to 
March  1988.  Pre-packed  counter  display 
units,  an  "open  and  closed"  door  sign, 
personalised  with  the  chemist's  name  and 
business  hours,  and  featuring  Strepsils 
and  Karvol,  will  be  available  in  August 
and  September. 

Karvol  television  support  is  centred 
around  the  Christmas  period  using  the 
"Teddy  bear"  commercial  running  from 
November  through  to  March.  This  will  be 
backed  by  a  regional  four-sheet  poster 
campaign,  used  pre  and  post-Christmas. 

Consumer  Press  advertising  in 
specialist  mother  and  baby  magazines  will 


be  augmented  by  insertion  of  the  Karvol 
booklet  "Catarrh  in  Babies  and  Young 
Children"  into  Baby  Magazine  and  the 
Bounty  Weaning  Pack. 

A  new  preloaded  dispenser  holding 
ten  and  20  size  packs  is  available. 

PR  Spray  is  being  supported  by 
advertising  until  February  1988  plus  an 
Autumn  PR  campaign  aimed  at  rheumatic 
pain  suffers.  In  addition,  a  competition  is 
being  staged  in  Saga  magazine. 

Press  advertising  for  Anodesyn  will 
run  until  the  end  of  October.  Supporting 
this  is  a  new  counter  merchandiser. 

Holiday  prizes  are  being  offered  to 
pharmacists  and  their  assistants  who  enter 
the  Crookes  vitamins  competition,  with  a 
week's  luxury  cruise  for  two  on  the 
Canberra  for  the  winning  pharmacist,  and 
a  week  for  two  at  a  first  class  hotel  in  a  top 
Spanish  resort  for  the  winning  assistant. 
Twelve  runners-up  will  win  a  day  out  at  a 
choice  of  events  including  the  Derby, 
Wimbledon  and  the  FA  Cup  final.  Entry 
forms  are  now  available.  Crookes 
Products  Ltd,  POBox94, 1  Thane  Road 
West,  Nottingham  NE2  3AA. 


EPILADY 

Treat  your  customers  to  a 
revolution  in  leg  care 

Epilady  is  a  revolutionary  new  hair 
remover  which  removes  the  hair  from  the  roots 
as  thoroughly  as  wax,  yet  it  is  as  easy  to  use  as 
a  shaver. 

It  will  not  cut  or  nick  the  skin  and 
leaves  legs  silky  smooth  for  up  to  4-6  weeks 
depending  on  hair  growth. 

Support  for  EPILADY 
includes: 

Trade  and  consumer 
advertising 

In-store  demonstrations 
Promotional  video  and 
point  of  sale  material 
Promotional  activity 

EPILADY  HOT  LINE: 
(01)  885  2999 

ORIS  BEAUTY  PRODUCTS  LTD.  OSEM  HOUSE,  102.  BRANTWOOD  ROAD,  LONDON  NI7  0DX 
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THE  ACTION  PAINKILLER 





EFFECTIVE  PAIN  RELIEF  FOR  YOUR  CUSTOMERS. 
A  THROBBING  HEADACHE  FOR  OTHER  ANALGESICS. 


After  comprehensive  consumer  market  research, 
Actron  is  ready  for  action. 

Available  in  new  12  tablet  size,  Actron's  stylishly 
modern  packaging  both  identifies  and  positions  it  as 
today's  effective  painkiller. 

And  we'll  make  sure  your  customers  ask  for 
Actron.  We'll  be  running  a  national  promotional 
campaign  in  major  women's  magazines.  And 


supporting  it  with  a  regional  TV  campaign,  using  a 
highly  distinctive  commercial. 

With  all  this  activity,  Actron  should  turn  out  to 
be  a  bit  of  a  headache  for  other  analgesics. 

Actron  -  the  action  painkiller.  Ask  your  Bayer 
representative  for  more  details.  Or  contact:  Bayer  UK 
Limited,  Consumer  Products  Division,  Bayer  House, 
Newbury,  Berkshire  RG13  1JA.  Tel:  (0635)  39000. 


THE  ACTION  PAINKILLER 


B_D  insulin 

syringes 

On  prescription: 
1st  September  1987 

New  lower  prices: 
1st  August  1987 


As  from  1st  September  1987  B-D  Vizml  and 
lml  U-100  disposable  insulin  syringes  are  on 
the  Drug  Tariff  and  so  are  available  on  prescription. 
From  1st  August  1987  trade  prices  are: 
B-D  Wml  U-100  £0.80p  per  pack  of  10 
B-D  lml  U-100  £0.80p  per  pack  of  10 


^  1    FOR  MAXIMUM  INJECTION  COMFORT 


Becton  Dickinson  UK  Ltd,  21  Between  Towns  Road 
DICKINSON   Cowley,  Oxford  0X4  3LY 


l-D  and  MICROFINE  are  Irademarks 
of  Becton  Dickinson  &  Company 


COUNTERPOINTS — 


Durex  on  TV 

LRC  Products,  the  manufacturers  of 
Durex,  plan  to  broadcast  what  is  claimed 
to  be  the  first  condom  advertisement  for 
British  television  on  August  1  —  the  date 
on  which  the  IBA's  ban  on  television 
advertising  for  condoms  is  lifted. 

The  showing  will  be  for  the  day  only  to 
gauge  response.  The  advert  should  appear 
in  most  TV  regions. 

The  commercial  (which  still  had  to  get 
final  IBA  clearance  as  C&D  went  to  press) 
seeks  to  promote  the  contraceptive  and 
positive  health  benefits  (against  STDs  and 
AIDS)  of  condoms  within  a  caring,  loving 
relationship.  LRC  Products  Ltd,  North 
Circular  Road,  London  E4  8QA . 


Wellcome  breaks 

Wellcome  are  backing  the  repackaged 
Drapolene  cream  range  with  a  promotion 
for  pharmacists  and  their  assistants,  and 
new  POS  material. 

Pharmacists  who  display  a  new  counter 


top  unit,  which  features  12  Drapolene 
packs  (a  mix  of  the  three  sizes),  will  be 
eligible  for  a  free  monthly  draw  with  prizes 
of  weekend  breaks  in  luxury  hotels.  And 
assistants  who  complete  six  questions  in  a 
self-study  competition  on  Drapolene  will 
have  the  chance  to  win  a  similar  luxury 
weekend,  or,  as  runners-up,  £10  worth  of 
Marks  &  Spencer  vouchers  from  £2,500 
worth  of  prizes.  Both  prize  draws,  the  latter 
from  correct  answers,  will  take  place  in 
August,  September  and  October. 
Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd,  The  Crewe 
Hall,  Cheshire  CW1 1UB. 


Now  read  on... 

Polaroid  are  offering  twinpacks  of  600  and 
SX-70  film  giving  customers  the  chance  to 
get  a  free  paperback  with  each  buy. 

Consumers  have  to  fill  out  a  coupon 
included  with  each  twmpack  and  return  it 
to  Polaroid  together  with  a  sales  receipt 
and  the  two  film  covers  which  are  ejected 
from  the  camera  as  each  film  is  loaded. 

POS  is  available  and  the  promotion 
lasts  until  December  31.  Polaroid  (UK) 
Ltd,  Ashley  Road,  St  Albans,  Herts. 


BOFs  new  look 
for  Nuk 

Baby  Orthodontic  Products  have 
streamlined  the  Nuk  babycare  range  and 
given  it  a  new  look,  with  soft  pastel  shades 
and  a  colour-coding  guide  to  help  mums 
choose  the  correct  teat  or  bottle.  The  full 
range  now  includes  teats,  soothers, 
bottles,  breast  pump,  steam  steriliser, 
baby  medicine  bottle  and  nasal 
decongestant.  Baby  Orthodontic 
Products,  Maxet  House,  Liverpool  Road, 
Luton  LU1  IRS. 


It's  a  gift 

Regency  Film  Services  are  to  support 
Search  88  cancer  trust  by  donating  lOp  for 
every  film  they  process  on  August  14  — 
the  day  of  a  nationwide  photographic 
competition  which  forms  part  of  the 
campaign  to  raise  money  for  the  cancer 
charity.  Regency  Film  Services,  476 
Hertford  Road,  Enfield,  Middlesex. 


/ 
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Ulay:  cheeky 
and  in  the  pink 

Richardson-Vicks  are  running  a  summer 
promotion  on  Ulay  beauty  cleanser. 

A  free  pink  blusher  brush  comes  in  all 
special  150ml  packs  (£2.45)  and  is 
available  while  stocks  last.  Richardson- 
Vicks  Ltd,  Rusham  Park,  Whitehall  Lane, 
Egham,  Surrey  TW20  9NW. 


Beauty  beginning 
at  forty... 

"Looking  good  at  40  plus"  is  a  new  booklet 
backing  the  Empathy  haircare  range. 

The  16  page  colour  booklet  covers  hair 
and  body  care,  make-up  and  fashion,  and 
will  be  available  through  the  women's 
Press  and  in  future  promotions,  say 
Johnson  &  Johnson  Ltd,  Brunei  Way, 
Slough,  Berks  SL1  4EA. 

Pond's  get  further 
under  the  skin 

Chesebrough-Pond's  are  extending  their 
skin  care  range  with  facial  wash  cream 
and  beauty  lotions,  backed  by  POS 
material  and  advertising. 

Pond's  facial  wash  cream  is  fragrance 
and  soap  free,  says  the  company,  and 
comes  in  a  tub  (£0.99,  50ml;  £1.60, 
100ml).  Beauty  lotions,  also  fragrance 
free,  come  in  three  variants,  for  cleansing, 
toning  and  moisturising  (£1.65,  150ml), 
each  colour-coded  for  easy  recognition. 

A  £360,000  television  advertising 
campaign  is  currently  backing  the  brand, 
and  a  £1 .2m  women's  Press  campaign 
breaks  this  month.  And  for  POS  support,  a 
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"boutique"  display  unit  will  be  available 
from  September,  say  Chesebrough-Pond's 
Ltd,  Victoria  Road,  London  NW10  6NA. 

Solus  sail 
through  display 

Salus  (UK)  Ltd  recently  joined  1,500 
readers  of  Woman  magazine  on  a  cruise 
from  Ramsgate  to  Dunkirk. 

The  company  was  one  of  ten  firms  who 
displayed  their  products  on  the  ferry 
during  the  Channel  Crossing  to  celebrate 
the  magazine's  Golden  Anniversary.  Salus 
used  the  cruise  to  test  consumer  reaction 
to  the  company's  most  popular  products 
and  to  determine  whether  more  consumers 
would  turn  to  herbal  remedies  if  there  was 
wider  distribution.  General  Manager,  Ian 
Jones,  comments:  "We  found  this  to  be  a 
most  valuable  exercise  and  the  message 
which  came  across  very  strongly  was  that 
if  our  products  were  more  readily 
available  in  chemists  many  more  people 
would  buy  them."  Salus  (UK)  Ltd,  15 
Rivington  Court,  Woolston  Grange, 
Warrington,  Cheshire  WA24RT. 


Making  eyes 
with  Estee 

Estee  Lauder  are  introducing  a  new 
skincare  product  designed  for  use  around 
the  eyes. 

Eyzone  repair  gel  (15ml  £25)  comes  in 
a  clear  jar  with  its  own  applicator.  It 


should  be  used  morning  and  night,  ten 
minutes  before  applying  make-up,  say  the 
company. 

The  product  is  already  sold  in  the 
United  States,  and  sales  of  it  from 
Christmas  to  May  exceeded  one  year's 
sales  cf  the  previous  best  selling  product, 
say  £s/ee  Lauder  Cosmetics  Ltd,  71 
Grosvenor  Street,  London  W1X0BH. 


loin  the  firm 
with  Clarins 

Clarms  are  introducing  Skin  Firming 
Concentrate,  a  fluid  gel  designed  for  daily 
use  under  a  moisturiser. 

The  product  is  presented  in  an  opaque 
white  glass  pump  dispenser  (30ml  £16.50). 
It  is  applied  over  the  whole  face  and  neck 
area  after  cleansing  and  toning,  and  is 
aimed  mainly  at  skins  over  25,  though  it 
can  be  used  more  occasionally  on  younger 
skin. 

Skin  Firming  Concentrate  will  be  used 
in  Clarins  salon  facials,  and  will  be  backed 
in  selected  areas  by  a  Clarins  field  sales 
assistant  who  will  be  available  to  give 
complementary  mini-facials.  Bookings  are 
by  appointment  and  each  mmi-facial 
promotion  will  last  approximately  a  week. 

The  launch  in  September  will  be 
backed  by  advertisements  in  ten  national 
magazines  and  selected  regional 
publications,  plus  direct  mail  in  selected 
areas,  in  conjunction  with  specific 
promotions.  POS  includes  a  merchandiser 
unit  and  a  range  of  showcards  for  window 
or  counter  display.  Trial  sizes  and  samples 
will  be  available.  Clarins  (UK)  Ltd,  4 
Queen  Street,  London  W1X7PH. 

 I    

Screen  debut 
from  Zinka 

A  range  of  coloured  waterproof 
sunscreens  is  being  introduced  to  Britain, 
distributed  by  I&M  Sterner  Ltd. 

Zmka,  already  available  in  the  States 
and  the  rest  of  Europe,  offers  two 
products:  nose  coat,  a  zinc  oxide  product 
in  12  colours  which  is  designed  to  offer 
total  sun-block  (£3.50),  and  hps  stick 
(£2.25),  offering  Factor  15  protection  in 
seven  colours.  I&M  Sterner  Ltd,  Reynard 
Mills  Trading  Estate,  Windmill  Road, 
Brentford,  Middx  TW8  9LY. 
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Hanky  panky 

Undercover  UK  are  nationally  launching 
their  Family  Hankies,  designed  to  be  a 
cross  between  a  cotton  handkerchief  and 
tissues. 

The  hankies  (pack  of  seven  £0.36)  were 
previously  available  only  in  the  north  of 
the  country.  They  are  made  of  non-woven 
fabric  and  one  is  intended  to  be  used  all 
day  before  being  thrown  away. 
Undercover  UK  Ltd,  Units  6  &  7, 
Whitegate  Industrial  Estate,  Wrexham, 
ClwydLL13  8YB. 


Tissue  issue 

Scott  Ltd  are  running  an  Autumn  trade 
promotion  on  Handy  Andies. 

Between  September  and  November, 
cash  and  carries  and  delivered 
wholesalers  will  offer  50  per  cent  extra  free 
on  cases  of  Handy  Andies  singles. 

And  each  merchandising  tray  will  be 
printed  with  Handy  Cash  tokens;  by 
saving  five  tokens  the  retailer  can  claim 
back  £1,  £3  for  12  tokens  and  £10  for  25 
tokens.  The  cashback  offer  runs  until  next 
Spring.  Scott  Ltd,  Scott  House,  East 
Grinstead,  West  Sussex. 


Soft  sell 


Kleenex  Velvet  is  being  backed  by  a 
£2. 4m  advertising  burst. 

A  television  campaign,  which 
comprises  regular  bursts  on  major 
television  regions  until  the  end  of 
November,  will  be  supported  by  radio 
advertising  and  posters.  Kimberly-Clark 
Ltd,  Larklield,  Nr  Maidstone,  Kent. 


The  sensitive 


approach 


Beecham  Toiletries  are  backing  Macleans 
Sensitive  toothpaste  with  a  new  pack,  new 
Press  campaign  and  special  trial  price 
offer. 

New  livery  resembles  the  brand's 
family  range,  while  the  Press  campaign 
focuses  on  product  benefits.  Trial  packs 
(50ml  £0.49)  will  be  available  for  a  limited 
period  to  encourage  sampling,  say 
Beecham  Toiletries,  Beecham  House, 
Great  WestBoad,  Brentford,  Middx. 


BREAK  THE 
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Pear  i 


Cussons  Pearl 
bubbles  up 

Cussons  are  introducing  a  foam  bath  to 
complement  their  Pearl  soap. 

Like  the  soap,  Pearl  foam  bath  (300ml, 
£1.29)  will  incorporate  "shimmer" 
packaging  which  changes  colour  in 
different  lights.  It  has  two  fragrance 
variants,  natural  white  and  oyster  pink. 
The  new  product  will  be  backed  by 
chemist  wholesaler  activity  in  September 
and  television  advertising  for  the  soap  runs 
until  the  end  of  this  month.  Cussons  (UK) 
Ltd,  KersaJ  Vale,  Manchester  M7  06L. 


Silvikrin  twin 
offers 

Two  on-pack  offers  are  backing  Silvikrin 
this  month.  A  200ml  twin  pack  shampoo 
and  conditioner  offers  a  combined 
discount  of  about  £0.59.  And  in  a  mini- 
pack  promotion,  a  Silvikrin  shampoo 
comes  with  20  per  cent  extra  free  and 
offers  a  free  mini-pack  of  conditioner.  This 
includes  a  lOp-off  coupon  for  any  Silvikrin 
product.  Beecham  Toiletries,  Beecham 
House,  Great  West  Road,  Brentford 
Middx. 


Join  the  band 

Sunsilk  styling  mousse  (220ml)  will  come 
with  two  free  stretchy  hair  bands  during 
the  next  two  months.  Both  regular  and 
extra  hold  variants  will  offer  one  red  and 
one  blue  band  (worth  £0.60).  Elida  Gibbs 
Ltd,  Portman  Square,  London  W1A  1DY. 


THE  CREAM 
OF  SUMMER 

SELLERS 

H    H    SB    I  H        \jjgjfc&fr  Cold  sores  and  sore  lips  don  1 

!  |  |  go;away  for  the  Summer.  And  those  long,  lazy  days  in 

■    I    II    I  ■  the  sun  can  cause  as  many  problems  as  the  coldest  Winter  day 

j j I  I  Blisteze's  medicated  cream  formula  provides  soothing  relief  for 

I   II   |  cold  sores  and  dry  or  cracked  lips  throughout  the  yeai 

I     ^m!0r  ^gupr  H  Keeping  them  looking  and  feeling  their  best. 

BUSTEZE.  THE  CREAM  OF  SORE  LIP  AND  COLD  SORE  TREATMENTS 


Dendron  tld ,  94  Rickmanswonh  Road, 


I 


Watfmd.Hens  WDl  7JJ  Tel  (0923)  29251 


Nailing  those 
bite  sites 

Pickles  and  Sons  are  introducing  a  nail 
bite  lotion  (20ml,  £1.35). 

An  introductory  bonus  of  17  per  cent 
discount  on  two  dozen,  and  10  per  cent  on 
one  dozen  is  available.  J. P.  Pickles  & 
Sons,  Beech  House,  62  High  Street, 
Knaresborough,  North  Yorkshire. 


ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 


GTV  Grampian 

U  Ulster 

STV  Scotland 

B  Border 

G  Granada 

(central) 

CCenlral 

A  Anglia 

YYorksh.re 

CTV  Channel  Islands 

TSW  South  Wesl 

HTV  Wales  &  Wesl 

LWT  London  Weekend 

TP.' Thames  Telev 

sior,  TVS  South 

-C4Channel4 

Bl  TV-am 

TT  TyneTees 

Andrex: 

Amplex  deodorant: 

Askit  powders: 
Carefree  panty  shields: 

Dettol: 
Empathy: 

Farley's  rusks  &  cereals: 
Fiesta  kitchen  towels: 
Jaap's  health  salts: 
Johnson's  baby  lotion: 


All  areas 
STV,Y,C,A, 
TSW,TVS,LWT,TT 
G  STV 
All  areas  except 
A,HTV,TVS 
All  areas 
All  areas 
Bt 

All  areas 
G.STV 
GTV,U,STV, 
B,G,Y,TVS,TTV 
Johnson's  baby  shampoo:  Bt 
Lady  Grecian  2000:  STV,C4 
Lanacort  creme  &  ointment:  U,C4 
Lana-sting  creme  &  spray:  LWT,TTV,C4 
Laxoberal  sugar-free  liquid:  STV.HTV.TSW 
Lipcote:        ~  TSW, TVS 

Listerine  antiseptic  mouthwash:  All  areas, C4 
Mylantall:  G 
Nurofen:  All  areas 

Nutrasweet:  All  areas 

Odorea ters  trainer  tamers:  U ,  G ,  Y , C ,  A , HTV, 
TSW,TVS,LWT,TTV,C4 


Oxy  5&  10: 
Paracodol: 

Peaudouce  babyslips: 
Radox  Shower  Fresh: 
Reach  toothbrushes: 
Sensodyne  toothpaste: 
Sergeant's  Rug  Patrol: 

Signal  toothpaste: 
Silvikrin: 

Vapona  insecticides: 


All  areas 
HTV,Y,G,TT,STV,U 
Bt 

All  areas 
All  areas 
C,A,C4 
G,Y,TVS,LWT, 
TTV,C4,Bt 
Bt 

All  areas 
Bt 
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Mulcets  'revived' 

3M  Health  Care  are  "rejuvenating" 
Mulcets  mouth  ulcer  tablets  this  Autumn. 

A  national  magazine  advertising 
campaign  —  "Painful  mouth  ulcers?  Melt 
a  Mulcet"  —  runs  from  October  to 
December  in  Woman 's  Weekly,  She, 
Cosmopolitan,  Smash  Hits  and  Woman 
and  Home. 

New  POS  includes  a  tower  unit 
containing  eight  packs.  Back  up  stocks 
will  be  available  at  15  per  cent  off  normal 
trade  prices,  say  David  Anthony 
Pharmaceuticals,  Spindus  Road,  Speke 
Hall  Industrial  Estate,  Liverpool  L24 1 YA . 


Back  on  the  box 

Fisons'  analgesic  Paracodol  is  back  on 
television  for  its  second  burst  of  the  year. 

The  commercial  will  run  throughout 
August  in  the  HTV,  Yorkshire,  Granada, 
Tyne  Tees,  Scotland  and  Ulster  television 
regions.  Fisons  pic,  12 Derby  Road, 
Loughborough,  Leics  LE11  OBB. 


Imdur  Durules 

Astra  are  launching  the  UK's  first  once- 
daily  isosorbide  mononitrate  tablets, 
Imdur  Durules,  on  August  10. 

Imdur  is  indicated  for  the  prophylaxis 
of  angina  pectoris.  The  company  says  the 
60mg  tablets  offers  once  daily  dosage  of  a 
drug  known  to  be  pharmacologically 
active  and  predictable,  and  a  plasma 
profile  after  administration  which  avoids 
the  tolerance  associated  with  current 
nitrate  therapy. 

Astra's  cardiovascular  division  will 
promote  Imdur  initially  to  hospitals. 
Manufacturer  Astra  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Home  Park  Estate,  Kings  Langley,  Herts 
WD4  8DH 


Description  Yellow,  oval,  biconvex,  film- 
coated  tablets,  scored  both  sides  and 
coded  "A/ID",  containing  60mg  isosorbide 
mononitrate  in  a  sustained  release  form 
Uses  Prophylaxis  of  angina  pectoris 
Dosage  Adults  One  tablet  once  daily  in 
the  morning.  May  be  increased  to  two 
dialy  in  the  morning.  Children  Safety  and 
efficacy  not  established.  Elderly  No 
evidence  of  need  for  routine  dosage 
adjustment,  but  care  may  be  needed  in 
patients  susceptible  to  hypotension  or 
marked  hepatic  or  renal  insufficiency. 
Tablets  should  not  be  chewed  or  crushed, 
but  swallowed  with  half  a  glass  of  fluid 
Contraindications  Severe  cerebro- 
vascular insufficiency  or  hypotension 
Precautions  Not  indicated  for  relief  of 
acute  anginal  attacks.  Safety  and  efficacy 
during  pregnancy  not  established 
Side  effects  Headache  on  initiation  of 
treatment,  usually  disappearing  after  one 
or  two  weeks.  Hypotension  with  nausea 
and  dizziness  has  been  reported,  usually 
disappearing  with  long-term  therapy 
Supply  restrictions  Prescription  only 
Packs  Bottles  of  100  (£40.80  trade) 
Product  Licence  0017/0226 
Issued  August  1987 


BREAK  THE  CYCLE 
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Aqualyte 

from  Wyeth  

Wyeth  have  launched  ready-to-drink  oral 
electrolyte  solution  for  the  prevention  and 
treatment  of  fluid  loss  associated  with 
diarrhoea  in  infants,  children  and  adults. 

Wyeth  Aqualyte  is  aimed  primarily  at 
the  hospital  market,  but  the  company  says 
that  it  will  be  available  for  community  use. 
The  product  is  presented  in  250ml  bottles 
(£1  trade,  £1.72  retail),  with  an  "extensive" 
weight/age/volume  dose  chart.  Wyeth  say 
Aqualyte  should  only  be  used  in  the  under 
twos  under  medical  supervision. 

Each  litre  contains  sodium  50mmol, 
potassium  20mmol,  magnesium  2mmol, 
calcium  2mmol,  chloride  50mmol,  citrate 
llmmol,  phosphate  2.5mmol  and  glucose 
lllmmol.  Pharmacy  medicine  PL  0011/- 
0113.  Wyeth  Laboratories,  Huntercombe 
Lane  South,  Taplow,  Berks  SL6  OPH. 

Metoprolol  tabs 
from  Generics  (UK) 

Generics  (UK)  are  claiming  yet  another 
generic  "first"  with  the  introduction  of 
metoprolol  tartrate  tablets  in  both  50mg 
and  lOOmg  strengths. 

Both  are  white  scored  tablets  are 
carrying  the  company's  "G"  logo,  the 
50mg  are  marked  "ML  50"  and  the  lOOmg 
"ML  100".  Both  strengths  are  available  in 
packs  of  100  (50mg  £4.70,  lOOmg  £8.70) 
and  500  (50mg  £23,  lOOmg  £42.75  all 
prices  trade). 

Special  introductory  offers  are 
available  from  Ayrton  Saunders  &  Co  Ltd, 
Hills  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Herbert 
Ferryman  Ltd,  Mawson  Proctor 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Northern 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  and  Vestnc  Ltd,  say 
Generics  (UK)  Ltd,  Station  Close,  Potters 
Bar,  Herts  EN61TL. 

Boehringer  take 

on  six 

Boehringer  Ingelheim's  hospital  division 
has  taken  over  the  marketing  of  a  number 
of  products,  which  have  also  been 
repackaged,  from  WB  Pharmaceuticals, 
now  totally  absorbed  into  the  parent 
company.  The  new  packs  all  carry 
coloured  bands  on  pack,  aiding 
identification. 

The  products  are:  Endoxana 
(cyclophosphamide)  in  red  and  blue, 
Honvan  (tetrasodium  fosfesterol)  in  brown 
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and  blue,  mitoxana  (lfosfamide)  in  yellow 
and  blue,  mydrilate  eye  drops 
(cyclopentolate)  in  pink  and  blue  (1  per 
cent  white  caps,  0.5  per  cent  blue  caps); 
Uromitexan  (mesna)  in  magenta  and  blue, 
and  warfarin  in  green  and  blue. 

The  company  says  there  is  no 
restriction  on  distribution,  but  the  hospital 
side  represents  the  major  use  of  the 
products.  Boehringer  Ingelheim  Ltd, 
Southern  Industrial  Estate,  Bracknell, 
Berks  RG124YS. 

Bioglan  move 
into  generics 

Bioglan  Laboratories  are  moving  into  the 
generics  market  with  the  launch  this  week 
of  their  first  product  —  isosorbide 
mononitrate  20mg  tablets.  The  white 
tablets  are  packed  in  100s  (£8.35  trade). 
Supplies  are  being  distributed  through 
Hillcross  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd; 
introductory  offers  are  available  through 
AAH  Group  wholesalers. 

The  company  says  that  it  has  identified 
a  niche  in  the  market,  and  this  launch  may 
be  followed  by  others  in  the  generic  area. 
Bioglan  Laboratories  Ltd,  1  The  Cam 
Centre,  Wilbury  Way,  Hitchin,  Herts  SG4 
0TW. 

Hydromol 
emollient 

Qumoderm  are  introducing  Hydromol 
Emollient,  a  water-dispersible,  lanolin-free 
bath  additive  for  dry  skin  conditions 
including  eczema,  ichthyosis  and  senile 
pruritis.  The  active  ingredients  are:  light 
liquid  paraffin  (37.8  per  cent)  which  forms 
an  occlusive  film  on  the  skin,  thus 
reducing  water  loss,  and  isopropyl 
myrisate  (13  per  cent)  a  softening  agent, 
which  is  partially  absorbed,  says  the 
company.  It  can  be  used  as  a  soap 
substitute  in  the  bath  or  shower,  but  is  most 
effective  as  a  bath  additive  to  ensure 
complete  body  coverage,  say  Quinoderm. 
It  is  suitable  for  lanolin-sensitive  patients 
and  also  for  infants. 

The  company  anticipates  high  patient 
compliance  because  the  product  is  less 
greasy  and  more  cosmetically  acceptable 
compared  to  some  other  bath  additives.  In 
addition  it  will  be  easier  to  clean  baths  and 
sinks  etc. 

Hydromol  Emollient  is  an  NHS 
prescribable  Pharmacy  Only  medicine 
and  will  retail  at  £2.67  (150ml). 
Quinoderm  Ltd,  Manchester  Road, 
Hollinwood,  Oldham,  Lancashire  OL8 
4PB. 


Dosage  change 
for  Quinoderm 

Quinoderm  say  that  as  a  result  of  a  product 
licence  variation,  the  dosage  schedule  for 
Gelcotar  liquid  has  been  amended  to 
recommend  use  "twice  weekly  or  as 
directed  by  the  medicial  practitioner".  A 
new  350ml  packsize  is  now  available 
(£3.97).  Quinoderm  Ltd,  Manchester 
Road,  Hollinwood,  Oldham  OL84PB, 
Lancashire. 

Avloclor  (chloroquine  phosphate  BP 
250mg  tablets)  are  now  available  in  a  20 
tablet  two-strip  blister  pack  (£1.05  trade) 
which  ICI  say  is  suitable  for  ten  weeks 
treatment  and  is  ideal  for  the  average 
holiday  and  short  business  trip.  ICI 
Pharmaceuticals  (UK),  Alderley  House, 
Alderley  Park,  Maccleslield,  Cheshire 
SK104TF. 

Rybar  Laboratories  have  updated  their 
Guarem  fact  file,  with  new  sections 
describing  published  studies  of  guar  gum 
in  obesity,  hypercholesterolaemia, 
gestational  diabetes,  the  elderly  diabetic 
and  the  dumping  syndrome  (rapid  gastric 
emptying).  Copies  are  available  from 
Rybar  Laboratories  Ltd,  30  Sycamore 
Road,  Amersham,  Bucks. 

Permitabs,  containing  potassium 
permanganate  400mg  for  solution  (100 
£1.98  trade)  are  now  available  on  NHS 
prescription,  say  Bioglan  Laboratories 
Ltd,  1  The  Cam  Centre,  Wilbury  Way, 
Hitchin,  Herts  SG4  0TW. 

Degussa  Pharmaceuticals  have  taken 
over  the  distribution  and  marketing  of 
Diurexan  tablets  20mg,  and  Pendramine 
125mg  and  250mg  tablets  from  Merck. 
Degussa  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Cambridge 
Science  Park,  Milton  Road,  Cambridge 
CB44FY. 

Upjohn's  Provera  tablets  will  shortly  be 
available  in  new  blister  packs.  Provera 
lOOmg  tablets  will  be  available  in  blister 
packs  of  100  (£41.62)  and  30  (£12.49); 
200mg  tablets  in  100s  (£82,35)  and  30s 
(£24.71),  and  400mg  in  30s  (£48.89,  all 
prices  trade).  Upjohn  Ltd,  Fleming  Way, 
Crawley,  Sussex  RH10  2NJ . 

Oxprenolol  (Paritane)  tablets:  Rorer's, 
Berk  generics  division,  in  line  with  their 
policy  of  branding  all  generics,  are 
branding  their  20mg,  40mg,  80mg  and 
160mg  oxprenolol  tablets  with  the  brand 
name  Paritane.  Brand  naming  of  further 
currently  non-branded  products  will  be 
announced  as  product  licence  approval  is 
granted,  say  Rorer  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
St  Leonards  Road,  Eastbourne,  East 
Sussex  BN213YE. 
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TENSION  HEADACHE? 


17%  of  the  UK  adult  population  (716 
million  people)  get  the  symptoms  of  Tension 
Headache.  And  each  pharmacy  gets  on 
average  between  12  and  14  requests  every 
week  for  advice  about  headaches  or 
recommendation  for  treatment. 

Tension  Headache  is  the  result  of  a 
cycle  which  usually  begins  with  the  stress  of 
everyday  living  at  work  and  home -rush- 
hour  travel  meetings  and  shopping  with  the 
children.  This  can  cause  muscular  tension, 
which  often  results  in  Tension  Headache. 
The  condition  is  variously  described  as  a 
vice-like  pressure  on  top  of  the  head,  or 
pain  in  the  forehead  or  neck.  Simple  anal- 
gesics often  give  inadequate  relief. 

The  Tension  Headache  is  in  itself  stress- 
ful, so  the  cycle  starts  again. 

The  result  is  a  continuing  Tension  Head- 
ache, which  can  last  all  day.  Syndol  is  a 
specially  formulated  analgesic  designed 


to  break  the  cycle  of  stress  and  muscular 
tension  in  Tension  Headache.  It  does  this  in 
three  ways. 

1.  Codeine  and  paracetamol  block  pain 
fast. 

2.  Caffeine  has  been  shown  to  enhance 
the  analgesic  effect  of  paracetamol. 

3.  Doxylamine  succinate  has  a  proven 
action  which  helps  Syndol  relieve  the 
muscular  tension  of  Tension  Headache. 

Syndol  is  the  analgesic  specifically 
formulated  for  Tension  Headache,  and  is  an 
appropriate  recommendation  whenever 
patients  ask  for  advice,  or  an  analgesic. 

SYNDOL- FROM  PRESCRIPTION  TO 
PHARMACY  SUCCESS  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF 
TENSION  HEADACHE. 

=fMemell= 


Medicines 
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SPECIALLY  FORMULATED 


Confidence  in  pharmacy  c 


Merrell  Dow'"' 


PROVEN  RELIEF  FROM  THE  PAIN  OF  YOUR  HEADACHE 


TENSION  HEADACHE 


BREAKS  THE  CYCLE  OF 
TENSION  HEADACHE 


Top  choice. 


Recommended  by  the  professionals. 

More  than  twice  as  many  customers 
purchase  a  headlice  preparation  from  Napp 
than  all  other  brands  put  together/ 

*  Source:  Nielsen  Drug  Index 

PRIODERM®  and  CARYLDERM 8  preparations 
•  Malathion  and  Carbaryl  •  Lotion  and  shampoo  •  Family  Treatment  kit  and  original  pack 

Make  sure  they're  your  top  choice. 

urt'ner  information  is  available  from:  Napp  Consumer  Products  (NAiW)  Napp  Laboratories,  The  Science  Park.  Cambridge  CR4  4GW.  Member  of  the  Napp  Pharmaceutical  Group 
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TOPICS  IN  TREATMENT  I 
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5-HT3  antagonists: 
new  hope  for 
cytotoxic  nausea? 

Vomiting  induced  by  cytotoxic  drugs  can  be 
so  severe  that  some  people  are  forced  to 
discontinue  treatment.  Although  many 
drugs  of  this  type  are  emetogenic,  cisplatin 
is  recognised  as  the  worst,  inducing  nausea 
and  repeated  vomiting  in  most  patients 
within  six  hours  of  administration. 

Anti-emetics  are  therefore  an  essential 
part  of  chemotherapy  which  help 
acceptance  of  the  treatment  and  the  survival 
of  the  patient,  but  they  are  often  only 
partially  effective.  A  new  class  of  drug,  the 
5-HT  receptor  antagonists,  now  provides 
hope  of  greater  success. 

Two  clinical  trials  have  recently  shown 
than  Sandoz's  ICS  205-930  and  Glaxo's 
GR38032F  prevented  nausea  and  vomiting 
after  various  cytotoxic  regimes.  In  the  first 
study,  these  effects  were  abolished 
completely  in  31  of  47  courses  and  only  two 
patients  had  more  than  two  episodes  of 
vomiting,  even  though  some  had  received 
cisplatm.  In  the  second,  14  of  15  patients 
who  had  not  responded  to  other  anti-emetics 
were  successfully  treated.  Adverse  effects  of 
the  5-HT  1  antagonists  included  headaches, 
sedation,  dry  mouth  and  diarrhoea. 

Although  neither  tnal  directly  compared 
the  new  agents  with  established  drugs,  their 
success  is  comparable  to  that  of  high  dose 
metoclopramide,  the  most  effective  anti- 
emetic regime  now  available.  This  requires 
the  use  of  ultra-large  doses  —  approximately 
700mg  over  8  hours  —  which  can  cause 
distressing  adverse  effects  such  as  dystonia 
and  acute  restlessness.  The  5-HT , 
antagonists  appear  to  be  safer  and  will 
therefore  offer  a  major  advance  in  treatment 
if  they  live  up  to  their  early  promise. 


Maxepa 

The  link  between  hypertnglycendaemia, 
atherosclerosis  and  coronary  heart  disease  is 
now  widely  accepted  but  there  has  been  no 
major  advance  in  controlling  its 
development  in  Western  society. 
Epidemiological  studies  have  suggested  a 
sea-food  diet,  and  specifically  the  high 
proportion  of  eicosapentanoic  and 
docosahexanoic  acids  in  their  food, 
contributes  to  the  low  incidence  of 
cardiovascular  disease  among  Eskimos. 

These  polyunsaturated  fatty  acids  have 
now  been  formulated  as  Maxepa  and 
licensed  —  not  on  its  own  but  in  conjunction 
with  diet  —  for  the  treatment  of  severe 
hypertnglycendaemia,  and  for  people  at 
risk  of  ischaemic  heart  disease  or 
pancreatitis. 

Fatty  acids  from  fish  oil  probably  act  by 
reducmg  the  synthesis  of  tnglycendes  by  the 
liver  and  by  competing  with  arachidonic 
acid  —  derived  from  other  dietary  sources 
—  in  the  synthesis  of  factors  which  influence 
platelet  aggregation.  As  well  as  inhibiting 
the  development  of  atherosclerosis,  this 
reduces  the  ease  of  thrombus  formation. 

Unsurprisingly,  in  addition  to  a  low 
incidence    of    cardiovascular  disease, 


Eskimos  have  a  relatively  long  bleeding 
time,  they  are  susceptible  to  nosebleeds,  and 
they  have  a  relatively  high  incidence  of 
stroke.  These  effects  are  not,  however, 
apparent  at  the  recommended  doses  of 
Maxepa,  which  in  one  study  had  less  effect 
on  clotting  than  one  daily  tablet  of  aspirin. 
Chncial  trials  have  shown  a  40  per  cent 
reduction  in  triglyceride  levels  after  the  first 
few  weeks  of  treatment  and  adverse  effects 
appear  to  be  confined  to  occasional  nausea 
and  belching.  There  seems  to  have  been  no 
comparision  made  with  other 
hypohpidaemic  agents  such  as  bezafibrate 
or  probucol,  but  Maxepa  may  prove  to  be 
less  toxic. 

Maxepa  probably  needs  to  be  taken  for 
life,  although  the  benefits  of  chronic 
administration  —  such  as  the  reduction  in 
mortality  demonstrated  with  a  high  fish  diet 
—  are  unproven  and  the  importance  of  diet 
and  the  treatment  of  other  risk  factors  such 
as  hypertension  and  smoking  must  not  be 
neglected.  Maxepa  is  therefore  a  valuable 
adjunct  to  existing  treatments  but,  like  other 
lipid-lowermg  agents,  it  is  not  a  cure. 

Single  use  eye  drops 

Single  application  containers  of  eye  drops 
can  be  expensive  but  in  theory  reduce  the 
risk  of  contamination.  Support  for  this 
hypothesis  has  been  provided  by  a  small 
study  which  investigated  the  contamination 
of  local  anaesthetic  eye  drops. 

Using  one  bottle  for  eight  different 
subjects,  the  anaesthetic  was  applied  after 
fluorescein  drops  and  the  contamer  was  then 
checked  for  the  dye.  A  detectable  transfer  of 
dye  had  occurred  in  six  cases. 

The  implications  of  these  findings  for  the 
possible  transfer  of  bacteria  and  viruses 
between  patients  are  clear  —  especially  in 
outpatient  clinics.  Contamination  must 
occur  via  the  dropper  itself  and  even 
solutions  containing  preservatives  may  not 
protect  against  this.  The  answer  is  therefore 
the  use  of  single  application  units. 


Flumazenil  -  a  benzodiazepine  antagonist 


The  specific  benzodiazepine  antagonist 
flumazenil  has  been  undergoing 
investigation  in  the  treatment  of  self- 
poisoning.  Although  benzodiazepines  are 
largely  safe  in  overdose,  they  are  commonly 
taken  with  other  drugs  and  alcohol,  and 
their  sedating  effects  can  complicate  the 
management  of  other  toxic  effects. 

Clinical  studies  have  shown  that  people 
in  benzodiazepine-mduced  coma  wake  up 
within  minutes  of  an  intravenous  injection  of 
flumazenil  and  remain  awake  for  several 
hours,  although  repeated  doses  are  needed 
for  poisoning  by  the  longer  half-life 
benzodiazepines.  This  offers  several 
advantages  —  the  duration  of  hospital  stay  is 


reduced,  intubation  to  maintain  respiration 
may  be  unnecessary,  and  other 
precautionary  diagnostic  procedures  may 
become  superfluous. 

As  with  naloxone  m  opiate  poisoning,  it 
may  even  become  possible  to  make  a 
tentative  diagnosis  of  benzodiazepine 
overdose  on  the  basis  of  the  patient's 
response  to  flumazenil.  Adverse  effects 
include  the  risk  of  precipitating  seizures  in 
people  with  epilepsy  and  psychomotor 
agitation,  which  in  one  case  was  severe 
enough  for  halopendol  treatment. 

Most  recently,  flumazenil  has  been 
shown  —  in  rats  at  least  —  to  reverse  anxiety 
caused  by  benzodiazepine  withdrawal.  It 


has  been  proposed  that  prolonged  receptor 
blockade  by  benzodiazepines  causes 
excessive  production  of  a  natural 
anxiogenic  transmitter.  When  the 
tranquilliser  is  withdrawn,  this  transmitter 
has  access  to  the  receptors  and  causes 
anxiety. 

Flumazenil,  which  seems  to  have  little 
effects  of  its  own,  may  compete  with  the 
natural  transmitter  and  therefore  ameliorate 
the  symptoms.  This  theory  is  convincing 
because  it  complements  one  hypothesis  that 
mood  is  regulated  by  a  balance  between 
natural  anxiogenic  and  anxiolytic 
transmitters.  If  these  experimental  findings 
can  be  demonstrated  in  man,  flumazenil  will 
be  valuable  in  treating  a  protracted  and 
disabling  withdrawal  syndrome 
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—^rebe  recommended^  _ 


A  patchy  solution  to  the 
problems  of  the  menopause 


Hot  flushes,  vaginal  atrophy  and 
osteoporosis  are  all  symptoms  of  the 
menopause  that  can  be  reduced  or 
prevented  by  hormone  replacement 
therapy,  usually  with  oestrogens  alone  or 
combined  with  progestogens.  Oestrogens 
can,  however,  cause  serious  adverse  effects 
such  as  hypertension  and  hyperlipidaemia 
and,  when  given  alone,  they  increase  the 
risk  of  cardiovascular  disease  and 
endometrial  hyperplasia.  A  new 
transdermal  formulation  of  oestradiol  may 
now  overcome  these  problems  by  delivering 
a  lower  dose  of  hormone  and  by  avoiding 
the  first-pass  hepatic  metabolism  which  oral 
oestrogens  undergo. 

Estraderm  patches  produce  blood  levels 
of  oestrodiol  that  are  comparable  with  the 
physiological  levels  occurring  before  the 
menopause.  In  comparative  studies,  the 
patches  were  as  effective  as  1.25mg  of 
conjugated  oestrogens  in  reducing  the 
freguency  of  hot  flushes  and  in  improving 
vaginal  cytology.  Both  the  oral  and 
transdermal  formulations  also  reduced 
urinary  excretion  of  calcium,  indicating  a 
reduction  in  bone  loss,  but  there  is  as  yet  no 
evidence  that  Estraderm  will  actually 
prevent  osteoporosis. 

Oral  oestrogens  induce  protein  synthesis 
in  the  liver,  causing  an  increase  in  renin 
substrate  and  contributing  to  hypertension. 
This  is  at  least  partly  caused  by  the  high 
doses  presented  to  the  liver  which  are 
needed  to  overcome  pre-systemic 
metabolism.  Because  Estraderm  delivers 


oestradiol  directly  to  the  systemic  circulation 
without  first  passing  through  the  liver,  lower 
doses  can  be  egually  effective  and  avoid 
enzyme  induction  and  its  adverse 
conseguences.  Similar  advantages  can  be 
gained  with  vaginal  creams,  but  they  are 
clearly  less  acceptable  than  a  simple  patch. 

The  patches  need  to  be  changed  every 
three  to  four  days  and  can  cause  mild 
erythema  at  the  application  site  but  no  major 
reactions  have  been  detected  to  date. 
Despite  its  apparent  safety,  however, 
oestrogen  alone  as  hormone  replacement 
therapy  is  not  usually  recommended  and  a 
combination  patch  with  a  progestogen  is 
now  under  development.  Alternatively,  a 
progestogen  can  be  given  by  mouth. 

On  the  preliminary  evidence  available, 
Estraderm  is  an  advance  in  terms  of 
convenience  and  probably  also  safety,  but  it 
is  expensive  —  almost  ten  times  more  costly 
than  Premarin,  for  example  —  and  its  use 
may  therefore  be  restricted. 


Topics  in  treatment  is  a  regular  series 
by  Stephen  Chaplin,  MPS,  staff 

pharmacist,  Regional  Drug 
Information  Unit,  Wolf  son  Unit  of 
Clinical  Pharmacology,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  looking  at  current 
developments  in  prescription 
medicines. 


Nitrate  notes 

Nitrates  have  been  the  mainstay  of  the 
treatment  of  angina  since  1879,  when  the 
effects  of  nitroglycerin  were  first  established, 
but  their  precise  haemodynamic  effects 
have  been  disputed.  Although  they  were 
once  thought  to  dilate  coronary  arteries,  it  is 
now  believed  that  this  action  is  important 
only  when  these  vessels  are  in  spasm,  and 
the  way  in  which  nitrates  redistribute 
cardiac  blood  flow  and  reduce  the  oxygen 
demand  of  the  myocardium  may  be  more 
important  than  was  once  thought. 

Whatever  the  explanation  of  their 
success,  vasodilatation  is  a  fundamental 
reguirement.  Work  at  Wellcome's 
laboratories  now  suggests  that  nitrates 
achieve  this  by  generating  a  chemical  which 
occurs  naturally  as  a  local  hormone.  Nitrates 
release  nitric  oxide,  a  short-lived  chemical 
which  interacts  with  enzymic  systems  in  the 
vessel  wall  causing  the  vascular  smooth 
muscle  to  relax.  Nitric  oxide  has  now  been 
mdentrfied  as  endothelial -de rived  releasing 
lactor,  a  naturally  occurring  but  elusive 
hormone  which  is  one  of  the  most  powerful 
substances  released  by  the  vascular 
endothelium.  The  indentification  of  this 
natural  agent  may  now  lead  to  further 
research  into  nitrates  in  the  same  way  as  the 
discovery  of  the  prostaglandins  generated 
interest  in  aspirm-like  drugs. 

One  important  clinical  problem  with 
nitrates  is  the  development  of  tolerance  to 
their  anti-anginal  effects,  necessitating 
escalating  doses  and  "drug  holidays". 
Tolerance  develops  and  disappears  so 
quickly  that  people  working  with  nitrates  are 
known  to  suffer  adverse  effects  such  as 
headaches  at  the  beginning  of  the  working 
week  and  to  build  up  tolerance  by 
Wednesday,  only  to  lose  it  over  the  weekend 
and  again  suffer  symptoms  on  return  to 
work.  The  same  process  in  patients  with 
severe  angina  can  cause  a  loss  of  control  of 
very  debilitating  symptoms. 

One  clincal  trial  has  now  defined  how 
often  nitrates  can  be  given  without  risking 
tolerance.  Twelve  men  with  chronic  angina 
received  three  week-long  courses  of 
isosorbide  dinitrate,  given  two,  three  and 
four  times  daily  for  each.  Treatment  efficacy 
was  assessed  by  the  duration  of  exercise  on 
a  treadmill  before  the  onset  of  angma.  When 
given  two  or  three  times  daily,  the 
improvement  in  treadmill  performance  was 
sustained  over  a  five  hour  period.  But  when 
the  dose  was  increased  to  four  times  daily, 
improvements  in  performance  lasted  only 
one  hour  and  were  less  marked. 

For  optimum  effect  during  chronic 
treatment,  nitrates  should  therefore  be  given 
no  more  than  three  times  daily  and  dose 
intervals  adjusted  according  to  the  patient's 
worst  periods  for  attacks. 
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Insect      sfft&fate  repair  ntoxqtrifyes} 


Vferprc 


Quickly  effective, 
r^Jf  lasts  for  6-10  hours 

*  Can  be  confidently 
%  recommended  for  a 
<^J>  wide  range  of  skin 
problems 


No  reports  of 
v-^J  systemic  toxicity 

Cosmetically 
r*SF|  acceptable,,  non- 
"'Sisi  staining  and 
pleasant  to  use 


|krax 

■r 


10%  crotamiton  cream  and  lotion 

CIBA  Consumer  Pharmaceuticals.  Wimblehurst  Road,  Horsham.  West  Sussex 


IN  THE  CAN 


NOSE  JOB 


"One,  two,  three  and  .  .  .  SNIFF".  The  giant 
nostril  gently  contracted;  the  cameraman 
held  his  breath  as  the  director  considered 
this  particular  sniff.  Was  it  an  authentic  sort 
of  sniff;  was  it  too  fast  or  too  slow?  Was  there 
just  enough  curl  to  render  it  a  sniff  without  it 
becoming  a  sneer?  The  director  drew 
thoughtfully  on  the  fat  cigar  which  was  his 
permanent  prop,  and  .  .  .  shook  his  head. 
"Too  twitchy",  was  his  verdict.  Less 
enthusiastic  tweaking  of  the  nostril  was 
required.  And  "Action  .  .  .  nose"  echoed 
through  the  studio  for  the  umpteenth  time 
that  day. 

Shooting  a  commercial  requires 
patience,  a  lot  of  coffee,  and  The  Daily 
Telegraph  crossword  to  while  away  the  hours 
spent  sitting  around  as  someone, 
somewhere,  carries  out  some  vitally 
important  technical  adjustment.  Any  notion 
of  the  glamorous  models  and  exotic  locations 
generally  associated  with  commercials,  was 


The  award-winning  nose 
advertisement  makes  its  TV- 
am  television  debut  this 
Autumn,  as  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association's 
"Ask  your  Pharmacist" 
campaign  hits  our  screens. 
C&D  spent  a  day  at  the 
studios  where  the 
commercials  were  shot  to 
report  on  the  behind-the- 
scenes  activity. 

Macdonald,  has  worked  for  the  programme, 
but  says  this  nose  had  been  specially 
constructed  and  not  lopped  off  some  puppet 
fallen  on  hard  times.  Take  after  take  was 
made  until  the  director  was  satisfied  with 


quickly  squashed  by  the  mayhem  of  Stage  3, 
Westway  Studios,  London.  Ladders  and 
lights,  cameras  and  cables,  piles  of  planks 
and  half-finished  scenery,  milling  bodies 
and  not  a  celebrity  nose  in  sight.  Barry 
Mamlow's  famous  hooter  or  at  the  very  least 
Bruce  Forsyth's  conk  was  expected.  But  no, 
a  large  latex  protuberance  that  would  have 
looked  more  at  home  on  David  Steele's 
Spitting  Image,  was  the  centre  of  attention. 
And  the  Spitting  Image  connection  was  real, 
not  imagined.  The  creator  of  the  nose,  Rod 
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and  at  last,  after  a  few  cosmetic  adjustments 
to  the  end  of  the  nose,  they  had  a  print. 

Scarcely  pausing  for  breath  the  team 
turned  its  attention  to  the  second 
commercial  code-named  "throat".  This 
focuses  on  a  mouth  and  the  latex  model  was 
replaced  with  a  real  live  model,  the 
possessor  of  pouting  lips  and  a  fine  set  of 
teeth.  The  script  calls  for  a  mouth  in  close-up 
on  the  screen.  It  tries  to  speak  to  the  camera 
but  no  voice  comes  out.  Again  the  mouth 
tries  to  speak,  then  the  voiceover  says  "Next 


what  he  saw  on  the  video  monitor  screens, 
time  you're  a  little  hoarse"  .  .  .  the  mouth 
smiles  gratefully  at  the  camera  .  .  .  "trot 
down  to  your  pharmacist". 

Problems  encountered  with  the  "nose" 
were  minor  in  comparison  with  the  fine  line 
the  director  had  to  tread  with  the  "throat". 
The  close-up  of  the  mouth  must  not  look  in 
the  least  bit  "suggestive"  else  the  agency 
risks  the  wrath  of  the  television  advertising 
watchdog,  the  Independent  Television 
Companies  Association.  In  fact  this 
particular  campaign  has  caused  several 
problems  for  the  NPA's  agency  Cromer 
Titterton  Mills  and  Cowdrey,  and  around  30 
scripts  have  been  rejected  by  the  ITCA.  For 
example  the  "poking  tongue"  was  rejected  |3j 
on  the  grounds  that  it  was  both  suggestive 
and  implied  a  diagnostic  role  for  the 
pharmacist.  A  headache  scenario  to  the 
sound  of  discordant  violins  suggested  a 
headache  so  severe  that  the  victim  should 
head  straight  for  his  doctor,  not  the 
pharmacist.  Even  the  nose  failed  to  escape 
unscathed.  Purists  will  recall  that  the 
original  magazine  advertisement  featured  a  | 
large  "drip".  The  ITCA  felt  this  was  tasteless,  | 
particularly  over  rice-crispies  and  bacon,  so 
the  drip  became  a  sniff  —  much  to  the  relief 
of  the  production  team.  The  sniff  causedl 
problems  enough. 

No  doubt  the  hard  work  of  the  day's  shoot 
will  result  in  two  superb  commercials  for  the! 
NPA's  "Ask  your  pharmacist"  campaign.  Thel 
"rushes"  show  they  both  have  immediate; 
impact.  The  "nose"  makes  its  point  with  a] 
humorous  touch;  it  has  kids  appeal.  There^ 
could  be  many  slices  of  burnt  toast  as  mum  i: 
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Excel  yourself. 


Tudor  XL  film. 

This  year  Tudor  are  giving  you  a  great 
opportunity  to  really  improve  on  your  film  profit 
with  this  exciting  range  of  Tudor  XL  colour  print 
film,  introduced  last  Winter. 

Both  inside,  and  outside  the  pack,  Tudor 
XL  film  has  been  specially  designed  to  have  a 
dazzling  effect  on  your  customers. 

A  product  of  the  latest  emulsion 
technology,  XL  film  is  superb  for  both  amateur 
and  professional  photographers  because  it  can 
be  relied  upon  to  yield  prints  of  the  highest 
quality  where  accurate  flesh  tones  and  high 
colour  saturation  are  required. 

As  the  negatives  produced  have  finer 
gram  particles  than  those  on  conventional  films, 
your  customers  can  enlarge  their  favourite 
shots  without  experiencing  loss  of  quality 

Our  35mm  format  with  a  100ASA/DIN21 
speed  rating  is  fully  DX  coded.  For  low  light  and 


action  photography,  or  where  flash  is  not 
possible,  the  35mm  format  is  also  available  in 
400ASA/DIN27  speed  rating. 

Your  customers  will  benefit  from  greater 
exposure  latitude,  laboratories  from  improved 
printing  criteria,  and  as  a  new  stabilisation 
process  improves  storage  characteristics  you'll 
benefit  from  longer  shelf  life. 

Available  in  all  popular  film  formats  in 
100ASA/DIN21  speed  rating,  and  a  colourful 
range  of  packs,  Tudor  XL  film  really  does  mean 
business  for  you  in  1987. 

So  stock  up  with  Tudor  XL  film  now,  and 
capitalise  on  this  excellent  film. 


Tudor 

Better  by  definition 


Tudor  Photographic  Group  Ltd., 
Eldonwall  Trading  Estate,  Priestley  Way, 
Staples  Corner,  London  NW2  7AF 
Telephone:  01-450  8066 Telex:  8814535  TUDOR  G 
Telefax:  01-450  0221 


Bucks  franchise  launch 
for  AAH  Concessions 


Parvin  Bhardwaj  is  the  first 
pharmacist  franchisee  for  AAH 
Pharmacy  Concessions,  taking  over 
the  1 ,500  sq  ft  ex-Da  we  group  shop 
in  Chalfont  St  Peter.  Bucks  on 
Monday.  The  next  is  scheduled  to 
open  in  Kew  on  August  I .  and  the 
remaining  15  franchises  by  the  end 
of  October. 

The  pharmacy  is  fitted  out  in  Vantage 
livery  by  Concession  shopfitters  Zaf  Ltd, 
with  angled  wall  bays  and  four  central 
merchandise  islands,  and  it  sports  the  new 
Vantage  logo  announced  this  week  on 
colour  co-ordinated  fittings.  It  is  carpeted 
throughout.  Stock  is  "traditional"  and  is 
identified  by  matching  graphics  above  the 
wall  units,  whose  shelf  edge  strips  carry 
the  logo,  as  well  as  the  full  range  of  AAH's 
Vantage  own  label  and  promotional 
goods,  as  part  of  the  franchise 
commitment.  The  stockholding  is  agreed 
with  the  concessionaires  and  purchased 
through  AAH  wholesalers  with  cosmetics, 
perfume  and  some  toiletries  stock 
channelled  through  the  former  Dawe 
warehouse  run  by  Pat  Meddeman,  who 
will  continue  to  central-buy  for  the 
franchisees. 

Financial  and  accourting  services  will 
be  given  by  former  Dawe  accountant 
Brian  Stewart,  who  is  now  company 
secretary  of  AAH  Pharmacy  Concessions. 
Merchandising  support  and  training  will 
be  supplied  by  Vantage  and  the  whole 
concession  package  will  be  run  and  co- 
ordinated by  managing  director  Tom 
White. 

AAH  subsidiary  Pharmacy 
Concessions  was  set  up  in  April  with  the 
purchase  of  the  then  19-strong  Dawe 
Group  based  in  London  and  the  South 
East  as  a  nucleus,  to  franchise  existing 
pharmacies  to  individual  pharmacists.  Mr 
White  says  he  has  100  would-be 
franchisees  on  his  books  following  the 
launch  announcement  {C&D,  April  11, 
p667);  they  are  located  throughout  the  UK 
and  ready  to  take  on  franchises  if  they 
become  available  in  their  areas.  He  says 
expansion  in  the  South  East  will  be  based 
on  the  Dawe  core  but,  elsewhere,  fresh 
service  units  will  be  established  as 
expansion  plans  take  hold. 

The  franchisee  buys  only  the  initial 
stock,  himself,  paying  AAH  Pharmacy 
Concessions  a  royalty  based  on  turnover 
(say  9  per  cent  ex  VAT  on  £220,000  pa) 
with  a  buy-out  opportunity  after  ten  years 


at  50  per  cent  of  the  market  price,  and  an 
option  to  sever  all  AAH/ Vantage  links. 
AAH  can  cancel  any  agreement,  and  they 
exercise  control  of  the  front  shop  stock 
policy,  favouring  traditional  pharmacy 
merchandise,  but  the  pharmacy  —  which 
will  include  a  Link  2  computer  order  entry 
system  —  is  under  the  pharmacist's  sole 
control. 

Mr  Bhardwaj,  who  qualified  in  1980 
and  previously  ran  a  smaller  500  sq  ft 
Dawe  unit,  says  he  is  delighted  with  the 
pharmacy  and  with  the  concept.  "The 
package  is  just  right  and  there  are  very 
good  back-up  services.  Pharmacy  prices 
are  now  way  out  of  reach  of  the  average 
pharmacist,  particularly  the  young.  I 
would  never  have  been  able  to  afford 
something  of  this  size." 

Says  Mr  White:  "The  promotion  of  a 
high  standard  of  healthcare  linked  to  the 
personal  service  of  an  owner  pharmacist 
will  enhance  the  image  in  the  eyes  of  the 
public  and  win  back  market  share  of 
toiletry  and  counter  medicine  sales  from 
the  drug  stores  and  supermarkets." 

AAH  pharmaceutical  director  Bill 
Revell  says  the  scheme  will  revolve  around 
the  mutual  trust  and  respect . 


Parvin  Bhardwaj  become  the  fist 
franchisee  under  the  AAH  Concessions 
scheme  with  the  1,500  sq  ft  ex-Dawe  group 
shop  in  Chalfont  St  Peter,  Bucks.  He  is 
welcomed  to  the  scheme  —  which  was 
officially  launched  in  April  this  year  —  by 
Tom  White,  managing  director  of  the 
Concessions  business 


Vestric  have  changed  the  logo  that 
identifies  the  Vantage  symbol  group  and 
own  label  brand.  "The  present  Vantage 
logo  was  developed  eleven  years  ago"  says 
Alan  Turner,  Vestric's  marketing  manager. 
"The  time  has  come  to  update  the  logo  and 
the  corporate  colours  with  a  view  to  taking 
it  into  the  1990s".  The  new  design  keeps  the 
orange  but  drops  the  turquoise  banding, 
replacing  it  with  grey.  It  makes  its  television 
debut  in  September  with  a  new  Walton 
sextuplets  commercial 


Tip  Top  in 
franchise  move 

Tip  Top  Drugstores  are  the  latest 
retail  group  to  give  floorspace  to  a 
pharmacy  franchise. 

Three  Tip  Top  stores  at  Stockport, 
Hartlepool  and  Acomb,  near  York,  now 
have  pharmacies  trading  under  the  name 
Healthways.  Each  of  the  units  occupies 
around  400  sq  ft,  or  10  per  cent  of  the 
store's  floor  space. 

There  are  no  plans  for  any  further 
concessions  at  present,  Mr  Richard  Tonks, 
Tip  Top's  operations  director,  said  this 
week.  "We  are  very  much  in  a  period  of 
evaluation.  We  had  surplus  space  in  these 
stores.  The  approach  was  made  by 
Healthways,  but  only  a  small  number  of 
stores  could  be  considered  for  such  a 
scheme." 

Tip  Top  admitted  they  were  looking  at 
the  possibility  of  opening  pharmacies  in 
their  drugstores  this  year  {C&D,  April  25). 

Tip  Top  are  looking  into  a  £700,000 
shortfall  in  their  accounting  calculations. 

The  shortfall  has  been  discovered 
between  the  pre-tax  profits  in  the 
drugstore  company's  end-of-year  financial 
accounts  and  those  in  their  monthly 
management  accounts  up  to  May  30. 

The  company  and  its  auditor  are 
looking  into  the  matter  and  year-end 
financial  results  will  be  given  out  after  the 
investigation. 

As  Parfums  Yves  Saint  Laurent  prepare 
to  sell  the  Charles  of  the  Ritz  business  to 
Revlon  they  have  established  a  subsidiary 
called  Charles  of  the  Ritz  Ltd.  The 
registered  office  is  at  Charles  Avenue, 
Burgess  Hill,  West  Sussex  RH15  9TQ,  and 
the  company  will  handle  Charles  of  the 
Ritz  and  related  brands. 

Glaxo  are  to  buy  the  Geneva  research 
business  of  Biogen,  taking  in  the  rights  to 
work  on  interleukin-2  and  granulocyte 
macrophage  colony  stimulating  factor 
(GMCSF). 
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And  he  only 
popped -in  to 
pick-up 


m  prescpot 


As  a  professional  pharmacist  you  probably  get 
your  fair  share  of  people  calling  in  to  have 
prescriptions  dispensed. 

But  what  about  your  turnover  of  products  other 
than  drugs  and  medicines? 

All  those  high  profit  possibilities  such  as 
perfumes  and  toiletries,  health  foods  and 
homoeopathic  products. 

Perhaps  you  haven't  considered  all  the  possibilities 
open  to  you.  Or,  maybe  you  have  but  they're  not 
moving  as  well  as  you'd  hoped  they  might. 

Either  way,  you  have  everything  to  gain  from 
an  informal  initial  consultation  with  Shopfitting 
and  Design. 

We  are  a  specialist  consultancy  with  wide 
experience  in  advising  pharmacists  on  store 
design  and  merchandising. 

We  will  survey  your  specific  location  and 
recommend  the  merchandise  most  suited  to 
your  business  Following  which,  we  will  design 
your  premises  to  ensure  that  you  achieve 
optimum  sales  per  customer. 
Even  if  they  only  pop-in  to  pick-up  a  prescription. 

Shopfitting  &  Design 

We  make  your  premises  and  your  profits  look  really  good. 

^  I  would  like  further  details  of  your  shopfitting  and  design  services  ^ 

D 

0 
0 


Name 


Address 
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mpu 
Wj 


i 

I  TeL 

Shopfitting  &  Design  Centre  Ltd., 
2a  Haliatrow  Road,  Paulton,  Bristol,  BS18  5LH  Telephone:  0761  418941 
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BUSINESS  NEWS! 


Unichem  out  of  Gordon 
Drummond  bid  race 

The  build-up  to  the  sale  of  Gordon  Drummond 
chemists  by  Guinness  has  now  reached  the  shortlist 
stage  for  hopeful  bidders. 

Macarthy  could  still  be  in  with  a  chance,  but  Unichem  are 
now  out  of  the  running.  Managing  director  Peter  Dodd  said  he 
was  "surprised,  because  we  went  in  with  what  we  would  have 
considered  a  premium  price". 

Unichem  had  been  preparing  to  boost  their  borrowing 
Dowers  from  a  £50,000,000  limit  to  £100,000,000;  that  move  will 
still  go  ahead  if  members  approve  in  mid-August. 

Mr  Dodd  explained:  "This  exercise  made  us  realise  that  we 
need  more  flexibility  if  we're  considering  something  else  of  the 
kind."  But  he  said  there  were  no  specific  alternative  plans  as  yet. 

Chemiscan  without 
chips  for  pharmacists 

Pharmacists  who  own  a  Chemiscan  display  unit  will 
soon  be  able  to  programme  it  themselves  without  the 
aid  of  a  microchip. 

Suppliers  Chemiscan  Ltd  say  keyboards  will  shortly  be 
available  at  cost  (around  £100)  with  instructions  for 
programming.  A  prototype  board  is  being  developed  and  should 
be  ready  for  testing  in  two  weeks,  says  Chemiscan's  Tony 
Richardson. 

Multiple  pharmacies  with  many  units  will  not  need  to 
purchase  a  corresponding  number  of  keyboards,  he  added.  A 
central  programming  centre  —  "similar  to  Chemiscan"  —  is 
being  set  up.  Further  details  were  not  available. 

Chemiscan  notified  customers  at  the  end  of  June  (C&D,  July 
4,  p7)  that  they  would  no  longer  be  selling  advertising  space  on 
the  units  and  consequently  pharmacists  would  receive  no  further 
payments. 


UK  is  number  2  in  drug 
sales  top  50 


The  British  pharmaceutical  industry  makes  an 
impressive  showing  in  stockbrokers  Robert  Fleming 
Securities'  recent  report,  coming  second  only  to  the  US 
in  top-selling  products. 

The  UK  contributed  eight  of  the  world's  50  best  sellers  last 
year,  according  to  the  survey,  while  the  American  industry  took 
up  23.  Switzerland  was  the  nearest  competitor  to  Britain,  with  six 
of  the  top  50  drugs. 

The  top  selling  UK  products  were  Glaxo's  Zantac  and  ICI's 
hypertension  treatment  Tenormin.  Britain  pulled  in  £3.1  billion 
(US$4. 98bn)  sales  from  a  world  market  worth  $84bn. 

Merck  Sharp  and  Dohme,  based  in  the  US,  brought  out  more 
of  the  top  50  than  any  other  firm.  Pharmaceutical  Worldwide, 
Robert  Fleming  Securities,  25  Copthall  Avenue ,  London  EC2R 


A  postal  dispute  in  the  Aylesbury  area  has  affected  deliveries  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating  Committee. 
Contractors  are  asked  to  send  urgent  Correspondence  to  PSNC's 
office  at  47  Chase  Side,  Southgate,  London  N14  5BP. 
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BUSINESS  NEWS 


PATA  claim 
80pc  success 

During  the  past  year  there  were  243 
reported  cases  of  price-cutting  of 
medicines  of  which  195  were 
successfully  resolved.  The 
remaining  cases  are  being  actively 
pursued. 

This  represents  a  success  rate  of  80  per 
cent  during  the  year,  says  the  Proprietary 
Articles  Trade  Association  in  its  annual 
report.  One  manufacturer  obtained  an 
interim  interdict  against  a  trader  in 
Scotland  and  several  manufacturers  are  in 
the  process  of  instituting  proceedings. 

Although  the  success  rate  is  good  the 
PATA  is  in  no  way  complacent  and  will  do 
all  in  its  power,  with  the  co-operation  of 
manufacturers  and  community 
pharmacists,  to  improve  the  situation. 

During  1986,  new  members  of  the 
manufacturers'  section  included  Crookes 
Healthcare  Ltd,  Leo  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Tosara  Products  (UK)  Ltd,  and  Suntex 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd;  and  of  the  wholesale 
section  Bleasdale  Ltd,  Dobbin  &  Stewart 
Ltd,  L.  Rowland  &  Co  Ltd,  and  Sangers 
(N.  Ireland)  Ltd. 

Income  for  the  year  increased  by 
£9,481  to  £80,685,  but  expenditure 
increased  by  £10,511  to  £78,652,  leaving 
an  excess  of  income  over  expenditure 
before  tax  of  £2,033. 

Passing  off  on 
Elastoplast  name 

T.J.  Smith  &  Nephew  Ltd,  Smith  & 
Nephew  Consumer  Products  Ltd 
and  Smith  &  Nephew  Medical  Ltd 
accepted  interim  undertakings  in 
the  High  Court  last  week  in  their 
action  for  alleged  passing  off  by  use 
of  the  word  Elastoplast. 

B.F.  Goodrich  Chemical  (UK)  Ltd 
agreed,  until  judgment  or  further  order  in 
the  action,  not  to  import  into  the  UK, 
advertise,  sell,  supply  or  deal  in  emulsion 
polymers,  or  any  rubber  or  elastic 
materials  under  or  by  reference  to  the 
word  Elastoplast,  or  similar  word. 

The  Boots  Company  have  sold 
Technochemie  GmbH  Verfahrenstechnik, 
a  wholly-owned  subsidiary  based  in 
Dossenheim,  near  Heidelberg,  to 
Deutsche  Shell  A  G.  of  Hamburg. 

The  Robert  McBride  Group  have  bought 
E.R.  Holloway  Ltd,  private  label  and 
branded  suppliers  of  skin  care  and  other 
toiletry  products,  cosmetics  and  aerosols. 
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The  Association  of  Anaesthetists,  whose 
new  London  headquarters  were  opened 
recently  by  Princess  Margaret,  have 
dedicated  one  of  the  meeting  suites  to  Dr 
Paul  Janssen,  who  created  his  research 
based  company,  Janssen  Pharmaceutica, 
in  1953.  He  is  pictured  being  presented  to 
Princess  Margaret,  as  Professor  Michael 
Rosen  (left)  and  Alan  Poole,  vice- 
president  of  Janssen,  look  on. 


Sale  and  supply 
for  comment 

The  Government  is  asking  for  views 
on  the  recent  Law  Commissions' 
Report  recommending  changes  to 
the  law  on  the  sale  and  supply  of 
goods. 

The  Sale  of  Goods  Act  1979, 
examined  by  the  Report,  says  that  where  a 
seller  sells  goods  in  the  course  of  a 
business,  the  goods  are  implied  to  be  of 
"merchantable  quality".  The  Law 
Commissions  believe  "merchantable"  is 
now  obsolete,  and  one  of  their 
recommendations  is  to  make  sure  the  Act 
applies  both  to  minor  defects  and  the 
durability  of  goods.  They  want  the  law  to 
provide  that  goods  should  be  of 
"acceptable  quality";  that  is,  of  "the 
standard  that  a  reasonable  person  would 
regard  as  acceptable  taking  account  of 
any  description  of  the  goods,  the  price  (if 
relevant),  and  all  the  other  relevant 
circumstances".  Criteria  for  quality  should 
include  "the  fitness  of  the  goods  for  all 
their  common  purposes,  their  appearance 
and  finish,  their  freedom  from  minor 
defects,  their  safety,  and  their  durability", 
according  to  the  Commissions. 

Francis  Maude,  the  Minister 
responsible  for  Corporate  and  Consumer 
Affairs,  wants  comments  on  the 
recommendations  by  October  16.  Copies 
of  the  consultation  document  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Department  of  Trade 
and  Industry,  Consumer  Affairs  Division 
3A,  room  411,  10-18  Victoria  Street, 
London  SW1H  0NN  (tel:  01-215  3342).  The 
Law  Commissions'  full  report  (Cm.  137) 
can  be  obtained  from  HMSO  (£9.20). 

Baby  Orthodontic  Products  Ltd  have 
changed  their  address  to  PO  Box  42, 
South  P. D  O.,  Manchester  M20  8YN. 


Ast ill  meets  Cope 
for  small  firms 

National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  director  Tim  Astill  has 
met  with  the  newly-appointed 
Small  Firms  Minister.  John  Cope. 

Mr  Astill  asked  the  Minister  if  anything 
could  be  done  to  help  small  businesses 
reduce  unemployment  by  making  it 
administratively  easier  to  employ  staff.  He 
said  small  employers  faced  a  "tangle  of  red 
tape"  and  it  was  difficult  for  them  to  keep 
pace  with  rapidly  changing  legislation  and 
bureaucracy.  Mr  Cope  said  he  was 
sympathetic  and  open  to  constructive 
suggestions.  The  Government  wanted  to 
deal  with  small  firsms  because  of  their 
contribution  to  the  economy. 

Mr  Astill  was  a  member  of  a  delegation 
from  the  Small  Firms  Liaison  Group  which 
includes  the  National  Chamber  of  Trade, 
the  Trade  and  Professional  Alliance,  the 
Association  of  British  Chambers  of 
Commerce,  and  the  Institute  of  Directors. 
■  Rates  are  the  biggest  obstacle  for  small 
firms,  according  to  a  recent  survey 
presented  to  John  Cope.  The  Forum  of 
Private  Business  referendum,  which 
attracted  replies  from  2741  business 
owners,  found  that  rates  were  the  highest 
overhead  for  small  firms  after  wage  costs 
—  though  they  are  often  the  lowest  for  big 
companies.  Rates  swallow  up  25  per  cent 
of  UK  small  business  pre-tax  profits,  say 
FPB,  compared  with  less  than  5  per  cent  of 
big  firms'  profits. 

Cooling  off  on 
the  doorstep 

New  rules  are  planned  giving 
consumers  a  "cooling-off"  period  for 
contracts  made  with  doorstep 
salesmen. 

The  Government's  proposals  have 
been  issued  for  public  comment,  and 
would  implement  an  EC  Directive.  They 
cover  contracts  made  during  unsolicited 
visits  by  traders  to  consumers'  homes  or 
workplaces  and  will  apply  to  nearly  all 
cash  and  credit  sales  of  £35  or  more.  The 
seven  day  statutory  cooling-off  time  would 
allow  consumers  to  take  their  time 
deciding  whether  or  not  to  cancel  the 
contract. 

Comments  on  the  planned  regulations 
should  be  sent  to  the  Department  of  Trade 
and  Industry  by  September  18.  Copies  are 
available  from  the  Department's 
Consumer  Affair  Division  3B,  Room  409, 
10-18  Victoria  Street,  London  SW1H  0NN 
(tel:  01-215  3340). 
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APPOINTMENTS 


SALES  &  MARKETING 


SENIOR  PRODUCT 
MANAGERS 

£17,500  +  car  Toiletries 
Internal  promotion  has  created 
these  superb  opportunities  for 
young  (25-28)  high-flyers  to  head 
up  flagship  brands  with  large  TV 
allocations.  Prospects  within  this 
fast  expanding  company  are  multi- 
optional  and  international  in  scope. 
North.  K/172. 

MARKET  RESEARCH 
MANAGER 

c.£l  7,500  +  car  FMCG 
An  agency  or  client  background 
will  suffice  for  this  prestigious 
client,  prerequisite  is  knowledge  of 
the  grocery /chemist  market. 
Reporting  to  the  marketing 
manager,  you  will  control  a  £lm 
budget.  Age  indicator  25-35.  North. 
K/244. 

Please,  phone  (or  write  to)  Sue 
Keen  quoting  Ref 
IPG  Sales  &  Marketing 
Interface  Ltd,  26-28  Gt 
Portland  St,  London  WIN  4 AD. 
TeL  01-631  3780  (24  hours). 


RESEARCH/MARKETING 

Research  Executive  —  Pharmaceutical 

—  Major  Agency  —  16K 

Research  Manager  —  Pharmaceutical 

—  Specialist  Agency —  15K  +  Car 

Marketing  Executive  —  Toiletries  — 
Leading  Company  —  15K 

Research  Assistant  —  Pharmaceutical 

—  Major  Agency  —  1  IK 

Please  call  Mary  Lawrance  on  01-580 
9213- 

SALES 

Sussex  —  Toiletries —  18K  +  Car 

Glasgow/Edinburgh  —  Health 
Products  —  12K  +  Car 

Scotland  — Toiletries  —  UK  +  Car 

Staffs  —  Healthcare  —  15K  +  Car 

London/S.  East  —  Cosmetics  — 
National  Accounts  —  2 OK  +  Car 

Please  call  Terry  Read/David  Carroll 
on  01-580  9213 

LONDON  EXECUTIVE  PLACEMENT 
BUREAU  LTD. 

17  Berners  Street,  London  W1P  3DD 
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SALES  &  MARKETING 


SENIOR  BUYER 

Salary  negotiable  +  car 

Our  clients  are  a  well  known  chain  of  retail  chemists 
with  many  branches  in  the  South  and  Midlands.  They 
have  a  vacancy  for  a  senior  buyer  in  OTC  Medicines, 
Toiletries  and  Sundries. 

Reporting  to  the  marketing  manager  you  will  negotiate 
with  major  manufacturers  bulk  buying  deals  for  both 
new  and  existing  product  lines  and  be  responsible  for 
pricing  and  profit  margins,  visiting  their  shops  to 
introduce  Branch  Managers  to  the  product  ranges  and  to 
arrange  in-store  promotional  programmes. 

To  qualify  you  will  need  circa  three  years  purchasing 
experience  in  these  product  areas  and  be  able  to 
demonstrate  your  negotiating  skills.  Based  SE  England 
—  our  clients  will  pay  for  relocation.  ref  BJ441 

Candidates  male  or  female,  contact  Alwyn  Jones, 
Barbara  Nunn,  John  Hall  or  Graham  Eales. 


ACRON  MANAGEMENT  SELECTION 

J-6  The  Colonnade  -  High  Slreel  -  Maidenhead  -  Berkshire 
SI  6  lyl  Maidenhead  (0628)  J744J  |6  lines!  fele\  »475'»1 


APPOINTMENTS 


NATIONAL 
TRADEMARKETS 

We  are  a  progressive,  expanding  company 
planning  to  open  several  retail  warehouses 
selling  household  products,  stationery, 
toiletries,  toys,  etc  at  discount  prices. 
We  are  looking  for  experienced  managers  to 
run  units  in  Leicester,  Melton  Mowbray, 
Kettering  and  Peterborough. 
Relevant  product  knowledge  and  experience 
is  necessary  together  with  self-motivation, 
enthusiasm  and  the  ability  to  manage  staff, 
etc.  Salary  negotiable. 

Please  contact: 
MR  HENRY  COOKX.IIV  F.C.A. 
IMPERIAL  HOUSE, 
ST.  NICHOLAS  CIRCLE, 
LEICESTER  LEI  4LF 
or  ring  Janet  Johnson  on 
OS33  512509 


WHOLESALE  CHEMISTS 


GENERAL  MANAGER 

We  are  an  independent  pharmaceutical 
wholesale  company  owned  wholely  by 
pharmacists  and  supplying  pharmacies 
only.  We  have  been  established  over  a 
quarter  of  a  century  and  in  that  time  have 
shown  continued  excellent  growth. 

The  successful  candidate  will  have  a 
record  of  achievement  which  shows  that 
they  have  the  ability  to  manage  a 
substantial  modern  pharmaceuticals 
wholesale  business,  and  be  directly 
responsible  to  the  board  of  directors. 
Obviously  a  pharmaceutical  background 
would  be  a  major  advantage,  and  an 
attractive  salary,  and  a  full  range  of 
benefits  including  a  company  car, 
pension  scheme,  and  relocation 
assistance  where  necessary,  would  be 
offered. 


Apply  in  writing  with  CV  to: 
The  Managing  Director, 
orchem  Limited,  Norchem  House, 
Chilton  Industrial  Estate,  Ferryhill, 
Co.  Durham  DL17  OPD. 


CAMBER  WELL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 
KING'S  COLLEGE  HOSPITAL 

PHARMACY  TECHNICIAN 

An  opportunity  has  arisen  for  a  fixed  term  appointment 
(until  1.8.88)  for  a  Pharmacy  Technician  in  the 
Pharmacy  Department  at  King's  College  Hospital. 
Relocation  through  Sterile,  Non-Sterile  Production,  In- 
patients and  Out-Patients  dispensing  will  be  offered, 
together  with  participation  in  the  technician  based 
topping  up  service. 

For  further  information  or  an  informal  visit,  please 
contact  Nigel  Holmes,  Principal  Pharmacist  on  01-274 
6222  Ext.  2472. 

For  an  application  form  and  job  description, 
please  contact  Unit  Personnel  Department, 
King's  College  Hospital,  Denmark  Hill, 
London  SE5  9RS. 
Tel:  274  6222.  Ext:  2751/2254. 

CAMBERWELL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY:  WORKING  TOWARDS 
EQUAL  OPPORTUNITIES. 
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APPOINTMENTS 


GENERAL  MANAGER 

WHOLESALING/ AGENCY 

Our  client  is  in  the  wholesale  and  agency  business  and  requires  a 
dynamic  person  as  General  Manager  to  develop  and  expand  the 
business.  The  successful  candidate  should  already  have  had 
substantial  experience  of  General  Management  in  wholesaling  and/or 
agency  and  a  successful  past,  record. 

The  position  carries  a  generous  salary  and  a  wide  range  of  benefits 
including  Car,  BUPA,  Contributory  Pension  Scheme  and  Life 
Assurance  along  with  an  exceptional  opportunity  to  develop  a 
rewarding  Management  Career  with  a  highly  successful  group. 

Applications  should  be  in  writing  giving  details  of  education, 
experience  and  current  salary  ,  and  should  be  addressed  to: 
Recruitment  Partner,  Hill  Vellacott  and  Bailey,  Chartered 
Accountants,  Sinclair  House,  89  Royal  Avenue,  Belfast 

BT1  IBP. 


SUFFOLK 

A  busy  modern  community 
pharmacy  require 

A  full  time  Pharmacist 

•  Excellent  supporting  staff 
•  5  day  week 
•  No  paperwork 

Please  telephone: 
(0473)  685209  Daytime 
(0473)  686950  Evenings 


Labels 


FOR 


DELIVERED  IN  14  DAYS  -  OR  NO  CHARGE  -  THAT'S  THE  PARK  PRINTING  PLEDGE 
Phone  for  details  NO  W 051 -708  8800    ["^IIIskn.3  Par"ammt  Sf ' 


Agents 


PRO-SELL  SALES  & 
MARKETING 

Require 

AGENTS 

for  all  areas.  We  offer  a  full  portfolio  of 
products  for  chemists,  druggists  & 
departmental  store  outlets. 
£20-30,000  per  year  realistic. 

Contact: 

TONY  QUINN,  14  LEES  CLOSE, 
CULLINGWORTH, 
W.  YORKSHIRE  BD13  5HF. 


CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 
CLASSIFIED 

There  are  over  16,000 
reasons  each  week  why  you 
should  use  Chemist  & 
Druggist  for  all  your 
Classified  Advertising  needs. 

We  also  offer  a  wide  range  of 
classifications  and  your  own 

heading  if  your  advertisement 
does  not  fall  under  existing 
headings. 

So  call  David  Stell  now  to 
reserve  your  space  on 
(0732)  364422  Ext  476 
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Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


John  Rictiardion 
Computer!  lid 


►  In  Pharmacy  Labelling 
In  Auto-Order  Slock  Control 
»>-  In  Customer  Service 
►  In  Systems  Development 


10%  Discount  to  all  NPA  members 

FREEPOST,  Preston  PR 5  6BR  Telephone:  (0772)  323763 


Shoplifting 


Woodstyle  Ltd. 

ife  R  A  NPA  SHOPFITTINGS 

SPECIALISTS    TO  THE 
CHEMIST  AND 

PHARMACEUTICAL 
INDUSTRY 


PHARMACY  STORAGE 

Shelf  &  Base  Units 

•  Inexpensive 

•  Ready  assembled 

•  Simple  installation 

•  Numark  recommended 

•  Full  shopfitting  service 
available. 

Details  from 

Raystone  Contracts  Co.  Unit  4.  Gresley  Rd  Ind.  Est, 
Keighley  BD21  5JG  W.  Yorks.  Tel:  0535  661 125 
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Shopfitting 


IEXDRUM 

L_STOREFITTBRS_J 


0626  •  834077 

COMPREHENSIVE  DESIGN.  MANUFACTURE  AND 
INSTALLATION  SERVICE  FOR  THE  RETAIL  PHARMACY 


KING  CHARLES  tuSlNESS  PARK  O10  NEWTON  ROAD  HEATHFlElD  OEVON  TQI2  6UT 


SHOPKIT 

Still  the  best  value  shopfitting  around  Buy  direct  from  the 
manufacturer,  we  guarantee  we  will  beat  any  written  quotation  from  a 
competitor. 

For  a  full  colour  brochure  and  price  list  ring  today  or  call  in  at:  — 
SHOPKIT.  50,  Ivatt  Way,  Westwood  Industrial  Estate, 
PETERBOROUGH  PE3  7PN.  Telephone:  (0733)  265263. 
SHOPKIT,  Unit  2,  Gallagher  Terrace, 

Park  Road  Industrial  Estate,  Blackhills,  Consett,  Co.  DURHAM. 
Telephone  (0207)  591  146 


Stock  for  Sale 


PERFUMES  &  COSMETICS 
MOST  BRAND  NAMES  IN  STOCK 

BEST  SELECTION  &  BEST  PRICES 


KODAK  20%  DISCOUNT 
OFF  TRADE  PRICES 


PASCOS  (LONDON) 
425c  HARROW  ROAD,  LONDON  W10  4RE 

OPEN  SUNDAYS  -  10arn-1 2.30pm 

Price  lists         01-960  0319/5752 


DELIVERY  SERVICE  F.O.C.  UK  MAINLAND 


CAP,T^i  PERFUMES  & 


COSMETICS 


All  well  known  brands  at  lowest  possible  prices' 
Main  distributors  of  Gallery  Cosmetics. 
Banfi  Hair  Tonics.  Shampoos  and  Conditioners  at  unbeatable  prices 
Cash  &  Carry  Hours: 
Monday  to  Friday  9.00-6  00 
Sunday  8  30-2  00 

Capital  Cosmetics  Limited. 
Malgavita  Works.  Merrick  Road.  (Formerly  8ridge  Road).  SouthaN.  Middlesex 
UB2  4UA  Telephone:  01  571  7886  Telex:  933879  CAPC^S  G 
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PEOPL 


Europe's  eyes  on 
scots  antiques 

A  unique  collection  of  pharmacy 
antiques  comes  up  for  auction  later 
this  month  and  it  is  attracting 
widespread  interest  in  Europe. 

The  collection  is  the  property  of 
pharmacists  George  and  Isabella  Jervie, 
who  have  run  the  John  Robertson 
Pharmacy  in  Arbroath,  Angus  for  over  50 
years.  But  the  business  goes  back  much 
further  than  that;  it  was  founded  in  1879 
and  Mr  Jervie  says  the  collection  is  the 
result  of  years  of  "things  being  put  away 
and  forgotten  about". 

Items  include  gilded  and  inscribed 
apothecary  jars;  early  19th  century  wet 
drug  jars  and  a  set  of  toothpaste  jars  and 
covers  imprinted  with  the  words  "Arnica 
cherry  nut  toothpaste  prepared  only  by 
John  Robertson  Chemists".  The  entire 
shop  fittings,  including  mahogany  show 
cases  with  gilted  drawers,  are  also  for  sale. 

Auctioneer  Lindsay  Burns  says  there 
are  many  unusual  items,  including  a 
Victorian  Crown  perfume  jar  with  a 
crown-shaped  stopper.  "An  entire 
collection  like  this  does  not  come  up  very 


1 


Partick  pharmacist  Mrs  Louise  George  was 
staggered  when  she  won  a  Mini  City  car  at 
the  recent  Vestric  trade  show  at  Hopetoun 
House  near  Edinburgh.  Now  she  is  looking 
for  a  buyer  for  her  two  year  old  Vauxhall 
Nova,  and  fighting  off  her  three  year 
teenage  children,  who  all  want  to  drive  the 
new  Mini.  Vestric's  Glasgow  branch 
manager  Jim  Foulds  (above)  hands  over 
[  the  keys 


Robert  Blyth,  former  editor,  Pharmaceutical  Journal,  outside  Buckingham  Palace  last 
Tuesday  after  the  Queen  presented  him  with  an  MBE  (G&D,  June  20,  pl213).  Also  pictured 
are  his  daughter  Jane  (left)  and  wife  Phyllis 


often,"  says  Mr  Burns.  He  declined  to 
comment  on  how  much  the  sale  will  raise 
but  says  it  has  attracted  much  interest  after 
advertisements  appeared  in  European 
antique  publications.  The  auction  takes 
place  at  12  noon  on  August  18  at  John 
Robertson,  19-21  West  Port,  Arbroath. 
Viewing  will  take  place  on  August  17. 

The  auction  brings  to  a  close  a 
pharmacy  business  on  the  site  after  108 
years,  and  Mr  and  Mrs  Jervie  are  both 
looking  forward  to  their  "comfortable" 
retirement! 

Auction  details  are  available  from 
Lindsay  Bums  &  Co  Ltd,  Auctioneers  and 
Valuers,  6  King  Street,  Perth,  Scotland. 

Robinsons  of  Chesterfield:  Roger  Thomas 
is  appointed  sales  and  marketing  director 
of  the  healthcare  division.  He  previously 
worked  for  Reckitt  &  Colman  and 
Richardson  Vicks. 

Colman's  of  Norwich:  Patrick  Rykens  has 
been  appointed  marketing  director.  He 
moves  from  R&C's  USA  food  subsidiary 
R.T.  French,  where  he  was  vice-president, 
marketing. 

Braun  Electric  (UK)  Ltd:  Peter  Davies  has 
been  appointed  sales  director  following 
Tony  Cosgrove's  resignation  from  the 
company.  Peter  Davies  will  rejoin  Braun 
from  Thorn  EMI. 

Vestric  Ltd:  Simon  Driver  has  been 
appointed  to  the  newly  created  post  of 
Link  marketing  manager.  He  has  been 
with  the  company  for  three  years,  the  last 
two  as  divisional  sales  manager.  The 
vacancy  of  divisional  sales  manager  has 
been  taken  up  by  Mrs  Beverley  Newby. 
She  joined  the  company  in  1985  and 
worked  as  a  field  sales  assistant. 


Get  vetted! 


The  NPA  and  Vetchem  have 
organised  three  joint  meetings  for 
Autumn. 

The  first  is  in  Newcastle  on  September 
2  at  the  Gosforth  Park  Hotel.  London  is  the 
second  venue  on  September  23  at  the 
Forum  Hotel,  Cromwell  Road,  SW7  and 
on  October  6  a  meeting  will  be  held  in 
Glasgow  at  the  Bella-Huston  Hotel.  The 
aim  is  to  make  community  pharmacists 
aware  of  the  sale  potential  of  veterinary 
products  in  urban  and  suburban  areas. 

All  meetings  begin  with  a  buffet 
supper  at  7.30pm.  NPA  members  in  each 
area  will  be  informed  of  the  meetings  in 
advance  but  anyone  who  does  not  receive 
notification  and  would  like  to  attend  is 
asked  to  contact  Mike  King  at  the  NPA,  on 
0727-32161. 

Pharma-skis 

Unichem's  1988  ski-trip  will  take 
place  from  February  27  to  March  5 
in  Westendorf ,  15  km  from 
Kitzbiihel  in  the  Austrian  Tyrol. 

The  cost  to  members  is  £305  for  flight 
and  half-board  in  twin-bedded  rooms  with 
private  bathrooms.  Ski  and  boot  hire,  lift 
passes  and  ski-school  are  additional. 
Flights  leave  from  Gatwick,  Manchester, 
Newcastle  and  Glasgow,  subject  to 
demand.  Accommodation  is  in  the  four- 
star  Jacobwirt  Hotel  which  has  heated 
swimming  pool,  sauna,  and  solarium. 
Details  from  Suzanne  Devitt  at  Soler 
Tounste  on  01-391  2525. 
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WARNING 


TRADE  MARK 
SCUNCI 

The  word  Scunci  is  the  TRADE  MARK 
of  Scunci  International  and  denotes 
exclusivity  for  the  pleated  elastic 
bands  of  their  manufacture.  Any 
infringer  or  unlawful  user  of  the 
TRADE  MARK  Scunci  will  be  rigorously 

prosecuted  in  the  interests  of  the 
trade  public  and  the  proprietary  of 
the  TRADE  MARK. 

The  sole  distributor  of  Scunci  pleated 
elastic  band  in  the  UK  are 

SEGALINI  UK  LTD., 
Unit  4-5  Silverdale  Road, 
Silverdale  Ind.  Est.,  Hayes,  Middx. 
01-561  4811 


CALLING  ALL  NIVEA  SUN 
DISPLAY  STAND 
STOCKISTS 


Have  you  entered  the  special  Nivea  Sun-Trail  Competition  yet9 
HERE  ISyET/W07H£/?CHANCE  FOR  YOU  TO  WIN  ONE  OF 
•-a  THE  FABULOUS  PRIZES  FROM 

!»/  24  Cordless  Telephones 

,  300  Nivea  Beach  Towels 


A  NIVEA  SUN  - 
SUZUKI  SANTANA 
WORTH  £7,000 


Don't  forge!  You  drive  from  Blackpool  Beach  to  Brighton  Beach  to  Benidorm  Beach  How  many  miles 
would  you  drive  without  wasting  petrol  or  time  ? 

WATCH  THIS  SPACE  -  each  fortnight  as  this  tremendous  competition  is  repeated  every  two  weeks  through  to  Ibth 
August11  ONLY  in  this  magazine 
Yes  -  52  Winners  each  time 

The  two  closest  estimates  will  each  win  2  Cordless  Telephones  (one  tor  you  and  one  for  your  outlet  land  the  next  bO 
closest  estimates  will  each  win  a  luxury  Nivea  Sun  Beach  Towel 

ENTER  NOW  Only  one  prize  per  chemist  address  will  be  awarded  and  entries  will  be  |udged  in  the  week  they  are 
received  only 

PLUS  If  you  win  a  telephone  or  a  Nivea  Towel  you  could  also  win 

A  FABULOUS  NfVEA  SUN  SUZUKI  SANTANA  WORTH  £7,000 

For,  only  those  outlets  winning  telephones  and  towels  will  also  receive  a  tie-breaker  entry  form  for  a  chance  to  win  the 
star  prize 

■  Open  to  all  outlets  who  are  displaying  Nivea  Sun  products  on  the  special  two  or  four  tier 
numbered  stands  Send  your  completed  entry  form  IMMEDIATELY  to  the  following  address  Nrvea  Sun  Trail 
Competition,  PO  Box  64,  Maidenhead,  Berks  SLA  1 HS 

RULES 

All  entries  must  be  on  an  off  ic  lal  entry  form  and  must  contain  the  number  printed  on  the  reverse  of  your  display  stand 
No  entrant  may  win  more  than  one  prize  but  all  winners  will  qualify  for  the  tiebreaker  entry  form  tor  the  chance  to  win 
the  Nrvea  Sun  Suzuki/Santana  The  judges  decision  is  final  For  results  enclose  S  A  E  Promoted  by  Smith  &  Nephew 
Consumer  Products  Ltd  In  the  event  of  a  tie,  those  involved  will  be  contacted  and  entered  into  a  tie-breaker 
competition  Any  prize  winner  under  1 8  years  of  age  must  supply  written  parental  consent 


Outlet  Name_ 
&  Address.  


_ Total  Mileage. 


NIYLA  SUN  IS  A  REGISTERED  TRADE  MARK 


Mianserin? 


Bolvidon 

Available  as  tablets  of  lOrng, 
20mg  and  30mg  mianserin 
hydrochloride  BP.  For  further 
details  contact  your  local 
representative  or  return  the 
form  below. 


Organon  Laboratories  Limited, 
Cambridge  Science  Park,  Milton  Road, 
Cambridge  CB4  4FL. 


Please  ask  your  representative  to  visit  □ 
Please  ask  your  representative  to  ring  me  □ 

(nek  relevant  box) 

Name:  


Address: 


Telephone  Number: 
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Return  to: 

Mrs  M.  Nicholson,  Organon  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Cambridge  Science  Park,  Milton  Road, 
Cambridge  CB4  4FL. 
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TOWERING  PROFIT  POTENTIAL 

with  'Mulcets'  mouth  ulcer  tablets 


Auiumn  rromouon 


Introducing  a  great  ne 


Cash  in  on  this  major  promotion  - 
ask  your  David  Anthony  Pharmaceuticals 
agent  for  more  details  or  contact- 
David  Anthony  Pharmaceuticals 
Spindus  Road,  Speke  Hall 
Industrial  Estate,  Liverpool,  L24 1YA 
Telephone:  051-486  7117       s~  ^ 

David        A  ^=T^/ 
Anthony 
Pharmaceuticals 


'Mulcets'  mouth  ulcer  tablets  are  a  3M  Health  Care  product  distributed  exclusively  by  David  Anthony  Pharmaceutic 


